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man Reaſon, in the Eyes of ſome 
* „ e vgkt it ſelf ty 2 great 
ee 0 ection as to be able Itrictly 
27 25 the N of believing 
What is above. our i in a Coun- 
try where thoſe who reject Myſteries appear 
very numerous, and have 486.1 it- 18 Bu- 
ſineſs for a conſiderab 
that the Clergy, and thoſe wh de end M Me- 
ries, are either Anaves or. Fools ; either Me! 
of Ofcitancy and Ignorance, NEAT take u 
Doctrines upon Truſt becauſe, they were in 
vogue with their illiterate. Trotter” 5.0 
Men of Selin tereſt we. Knayiſh Bebe! 
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| 1 to 6 gainful Superſitions- upon 


the Ignorance of their Brethren, 


in o 


tion to the moſt manifeſt Dictates of on- 


ſtrative Reaſon: and to Write in Defenſe of 


dis Cauſe, under the great, Diſsdvadtsge of 
| having too miny of the unlearned and um- 


ſtable Part of the World deluded by theſe 
GP into a falſe Perſuaſion, that none 


appear in Fav 


of Myſteries i io theſe Circumſtances muſt be 


own'd, humanly ſpeaking, upon theſe Ac- 


counts, to be venturing upon a Task which 
labours under ſeveral” IR conſiderable; Di 


However, thoſe Who ire obli 'd to Abend 
the Cauſe of God, muſt not be affrighted 
Fon their Duty by whatever Proſpect they 

may have of worldly Difadvantages'; tho” 


courageriients. 5 


our Bleſſed Maſter was deſpiſed and derided 
of Men, yet he went about doitg good, and 


accompliſhing the Work which” his Father 


gave, him to do; and tho” he was accusd 
of | Blaſphemy, this did not prevail With him 


to ceaſe aſſerting his own Droinity, We me 
follow his Example, if we will 8 ROW 
ſelves as becomes his faithful 3 


lowhere, or having any Eye uf ot cl 


which ,are ſeen which, are temporal”; but ex 


„ pecting, 


r of it but muſt eſer- 
nſure of either a Fool, or 
a Knave; a Man of Ignorance, or Pride, or 
Diabolical Policy: : T ſay, to eſpouſe the Cauſe 
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ding a Pan of i a duriful Diſcharge 
of our Truſt hereafter, an Inheritance with 
the Saints in Light, of the things which are 
not ſeen, which are eternal. 
Theſe Conſiderations, in conſunction Wi 
your Commands, and a hearty Deſire to re- 10 
<abliſh in Mens Minds right Notions of the 
Obligatious we are under 10 believe, and * 
the. Reaſonableneſs of our Aſſent by Faith to 
the Myſteries of Chriſtianity ; - without Which 
we can no more be Chriſtians than were So- 
crates 75 Plata, or Confugius, or any other 
wel Heathens; have engag d me to ar- 
tecpt a ort Nattenale of. the. Belief of Obri- 
Kian Myſtef ies, Which have been ſo derided 
of RT and for whoſe ſake not only the Mi- 
niſters of the Goſpel, but even pu Goſpel 
wet, has, met. with. intolerably ne 4 
N wu? 8 Hands of Men who had ap 
[ea 0 | ol into T 


rag 5 ypon, in, its proper. 1 ra and in the | 
interim, aſter; having given you: what T, look 
UPON as a right Notion of Chriftian M Meries 
in general, I ſhall briefly endeavour to make 
the Three e e 5 3 „ 
I. Fir 
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which aquaint ur with its Exiſtence and 
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modus analogitally, „ and undir Hei, Sen late; 
or Shadows, it cing utterly 0 0 the reach "of 
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744 darkly 4 in this Liſe. 3 if this Defcri mee 
ch of a, Myſtery is admitted to be f 
2 evident that it conſiſts of Two (is "a ae 
Ab of VILICN-. we have, and another of which. 
| we Toe e in my. World. What 

we. aye a Notion of is, t Propoſition in 
which it is deliver d, and the Troth which 
in | it ,arquaings us Mich, as to its. Exifence and 
ur the Relation it has to us; and what we: have 
r no Notion of at all is, the real intrinſic mo- 
eſs dus. ofthe Truth; whol e Exiſtence,\&cc. that 
ky Pro ition informs un e which 1 15; repre- 
i | ſcented. der: Sem Hanes. and Shadows, from 


5 it ſelf, or wbt it is in its intrin- 
ie Nature Wil 3 to both theſe Parts 
tis calleg 2 Mypery;;. with reſpect to the 

latter, 5 the "on Com- 
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known. its E 8 . — 

it not been, reyeal'd. hy; Gel. Wan 2 — 

to the former Part; it in intireiy within the 

Diſquiſition of human Reaſon, we. may and 
ought to examine into the obvious Meaning 

of the Propoſitions 1 in which: any myſterious 
Truths are deliver d;; in order to diſcover 


ubat it is whoſe Exiſtence we gre tequir d 
| to, believe, and in w at reſpect it elates * 
uss bit with reſpect to the lattet it is ab- 


lutely exempt from a human Diqquiſiti· 
God _ Almighty; tells us tha it exiſts 
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| 3 Sehiblances' and . but not in 
wbat reſpects thoſe Semblances bear any A. 
1 to its real manner of Exiſtence. 
Inſtances in favour of this Diſtinction will 
2 — only illuſtrate and confirm it, but allo. 
eſtabliſn the Deſcription I have now given 
1 of d Chiſtian Myſtery, and the principal 
nflances which occur in the New Teſta 
ment are theſe following. The Trinity is 
Unity in the Deity; the FHHpeffatical Union 
of the eternal Leges with Human Nature, 
and the Operation of the Spirit of God in 
the Conveyance df Grace; the Nature of 
our glorify'd” Bodies after the Ref Refurre/tion, 
the Proceſs of Cbriſt in the Trial of Man: 
kind at the Day 6f Fudgment, and the F. 
ture State of the bleſſec and miſerable in 
the next World. And Whoever Will hol 
into the Accounts given of theſe Particulars = 
in the New Teſtament, and examine the 
ſeveral Places in which-" they are deliver d, 
will find that the Paſſges that contain em 
conſiſt of Words which we underſtand, and 
which in their obvious Conſtruckien declare 
to us the preſent or future Exiftence of ſes 
veral Trurhs relating to Perſons'and' Things, 
with the reference Which theſe 77:45 have 
or ſhall have to us, Which we ſhould never 
have been able to diſcover, even in theſe 


reſpects, by the bare light of Natural Res- 


ſon. And they will find farther, that rho? 
in theſe Proplinions the 2 of thoſe 
ö 4 £4 Truths, | 


- Dy — eye de ue fil Nb i 


he dark as to there modus of every ſin- 
ple Chriftian Myſtery, having em no other 
* repreſented to us than under Semblances 
nd Shudows, borro wd from the Objects, 
owers of our preſent 
Faculties, which yet bear no more Anal, 
that we now of, to the intrinſie Natures 
of what they are brought to repreſent, than 


and) adapted to the 


Light dees to the real Nature of God; or 


Our Da pacities. ee a 5 ein 711 
Thus as to the nyhe⸗y of 1 


Heaven, the Father, the Mord and tbe Spi. 


rit, and theſe Ibres are ou; and imply d in 


cheſs 60 y thereſore aud * ep of al 
Nations, | baptizing" them in the name 
ther, and of the Son, 


in that excellent Formula 


Pray to as Go 


of Devotion gven us by our 'Blefſed Lord 
Church of 
God, which God is ſaid to have purer 
with bis own Blood + And'of tho Holy Ghoſt; in 
ing to put à Deceit upon” whom! 
St. Pere tells Auna tt he had vor 4 


Of the Sun, WHO purehasd the 


nn 


man but unto God. Now what we 


than ſeeing and hearing. repent ing, &c. do to e 
thoſe his Operations Which they are brought 
to expres - figuratively in Condeſcenſion to 


we find it expreſsd 7a Scripture in thei . 
Words; there” are three that Bear record” in 


of the Fa- 
wa d f the Hol) Ghoſt : 
Of the' Father; whom we are commanded to 
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theſe, and many more life Paſſages 
—.— be inſerted —— is this; that 


in the Holy Seriptures there i is a threefold | 


Diſtinction made in the Godhead, Which 
God Almighty has thought fit to expreſs 
by the Terms Father, San, and Hay G belt, 
that this is a more than wominal Diftenction 1 
conclude; from the Form of Baptiſm, and 


from bence that Father, Sen, and Holy Ghoſt | 


are commanded to he worſhippd ſeparately, 
as well as in Conjunction; but that it cant 
be ſuch. Diſtinction as implies three in 

pendent Eſſences or Spirits, not only Natu- 
ral Reaſon but Holy Scripture aſſures me 
in innumerable Paſlages * : Hence it follows 
that God Almighty cant be reveal d to me 


in theſe Places as Three and One in the 


lame reſpect. And the Exiſtence of this Di- 
Vinction, with the relation it bath. to us in 
the vhole Method of our Redemption, is 

What I call the Fut Pari in this Myſtery, 
and all of it that I: comprehend... But then 
what this Diſtindt ion is in its. intrinſic Na- 


Names of Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt; what 
is intended by. the Spes being the only be- 
otten _— —— or by 15 oy Ghef 8 
being ſent ; or proceeding rom the Fa- 
| ther” and the | Sor in Oongjunction, which 
Forms of Expreſſion are all that we can lay 
hold on to let us into the ixtrinſic modus of 


this: Myſerys e no.] no more than 1 0 
Bib _ 


ture, which is repreſented to me under. theſe 


in the News 


0 vey 
fach thing as a trine Diſtintion in the Deity 
had been reveal'd? For that theſe Expreſſi- 


ons muſt not be literally under ſtood, Seri- 


pture and Reaſon aſſure us in what they 
teach us latin to the Nature and Artri- 
butes of God: and as they are but Sen. 
Blances and Shatlows made uſe of by God 
Almighry in condeſcenſion to our preſenc 
Capacities, to acquaint us with the Exi- 
ftence, &. of a Trinity in Unity in the 1 
vine Nature; we can conehude nothing at 

all from ehem a8 to the real modus of this 
Dyſtinction, ina much as God Almighty has 


| not told us whether t bear any real 1. 


valogy at all, or if they do. in what reſpects 
they bear any to this Diftintliin as it is in 
the, Divine Nr 
And as theſe Two Parts of a Chriſtine | 
Myſtery are thus manifeſt in this, they ate 
cquilly fo in all the other Myſteries deliver d 
ament; ah the real modus 
of thele "myſt ons Truths ig what we can 
never in the Jeaſt diſcover from the Types 
aud Shaw, And avalogical Semblances, un- 
der Which their Exiſtence and the Re/ation 
they have to us are reveal'd. Our Future 
State f Glory is repreſentet ry 
our Saviour ©brift under es Semblances 
of Artig ahm with bin; "and" eats wy ke 
imking with bim in his Fathet's 2 
ſometimes under the Similitude of fitting 
down” with Abtabum, and . and . 
the 


%% | =, : 
the Kimdom of God; and by himſelf and 
| Crown of Glory that fadeth not away; a "ey tho 
theſe Expreſſions ſuffice,to acquaint us with 
its Exiſtence. and the Relation it has to us; 
yet if we rack our Brains upon this Point 
to Death, we ſhall never come one jot to- 
wards a true Senſe of the intrinſic Nature 
of our Future State. Notwithſtanding, all 
1 Joh-3- a. theſe beautiful Scenes St. Jahn aſſures us that 
tho we are nom the children of: God, it does 
r het appear what we ſhall. he; but we know 
that whey ke does appear we bal be lite lum, 
for we ſhall ſes him as be is, And St. Paul gives 
ear heard, neither hath it enter\d;anto the heart 
of man tu conceive what God! bath-prepared for 
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they have to us; but as to their #trinfie 
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Ideas of in this World; and the Caſe i is the 


| ame with all the other Myſteries in the 


3 One Paft of em we do 
underſtand * the Propoſitions they are 
cir Exiſtence and the Relation 


Natures, notwithſtanding every thing that 
is reveal d, we cant utter any thing of Senſe 


about em: we muſt have a new Furniture 


of Ideas, and alter'd and improv'd Faculties, 
before they will be brought in any meters 
to ſtoop to our . FP 


And now Wong given you what 1 wy 
upon as à right Notion of Chriſtian Myſte- 


ries in General; — come to Shew i in the 
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0% in Nature as Hee call 2 in a | 


Chrt an Senſe.” * ann 
No that our . 0 of Tdeas'is 
not by far fo large as it might be, even in 


this World, were. our Senſes o conſtituted 


as to furniſh us with all the Ideas which 


the e viſible" frame of Nature mig tit 
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quantities of Ideas the Nature” mig 
turniſh us with, were nor our preſent Senk 
acute'enough'to be affected by her finer atid 
mote, delicate 1 every one muſt 
grant 
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grant who owns that we are not able to giv 


Springs and Principles of a 


and can thence deduce mechanically the C 


( 


a-juſtly mechanical account of the internal 
Imoſt any of the 
infinite beautiful Phenomena, which occurr 
every day in the frame and texture and 
operations of this wonderful Structure which 


we call the viſible World. For as our ina- 
bility to account for theſe infinite Phenomena 


which we are every where incompaſſed with, 
demonſtrates that we are 3 of the i in. 
trinſic natures and e e 
modes of Operation, 'Sc of. the mechanical 
cauſes from whence theſe Phenomena pro- 
ceed ; ſo our ignorance, of theſe proves with 
the ſame force that we are wanting in in- 


numerable Ideas, which: Senſes. more acute 


and deu to the giving us information of 


molt. receſſes i 1s 


one great — ; thang the unravel- 
lng of our preſent. reaſon, aſſiſted with all 


the information we can procure. from our 


_ Senſes in their preſent _circumſtanees :,or if 
any is diſpos d to deny this, he will ſcarce 


be able to juſtify his Conduct ** he ſhews 
us that nothing in Nature is a Myſtery to 


"ate but that he has F uate Tdeas. of the 


Primary and Specific Eſſences of Th 


PFrations, of Nature in all tlie Phenomena 
which 


wt 0 = 


* 
=o 
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* lich occur every where in the viſible 
al World And And whereas none can deny but 
he hat, had God Almighty ſo pleas'd, we 
rr might have been created with more Senſes 


might hawe met with innumerable proper 
Objects, Which we can no more have any 


of Scarlet, who compar'd it to the -Sound 
n- Jof a Trumpet; I ſay, whereas none can de. 
id Iny this with any better Reaſon than a Man 
al ¶ born deaf would have to deny the Exiſtence 
of Sounds as they are in our Senſations: 
Hence it apparently follo 
Stock of Ideas may be prodigiouſſy ſhorter 
than we can 
about us (had we as many Senſes as wou'd 
receive em all, and were thoſe Senſes a- 
cute enough ta let us ſee Natute. in her 
iamoſt Receſſes) might furniſh us with. 
And hence we muſt conclude, that Nature 
l- is not only myſterious in —— 


which we are informd of, and muſt con- 


Il 

xr || clude;..from- our Inability to-/acrount! for 
if her in ;her-ſecret» and delicate iOperations 
de ariſing from the Natural Deficieney" of our 


— Senſes; but that ſhne mah bemyfes 5 
rious in many more, or abaund witfl: n 


VS 
0 
e numerable more Myſteries, which we u 
„ 
). 


not the leaſt conſcious of becauſe! unprovis 


ded: with thoſe Senſes of which they w 


wou'd 
be. the proper. W and d 


hich in Cir- 


b | 24m cumſtances 


by Five, and à Sixth: or Seventh Senſe 


otions: of now than the blind Man had 


s that our preſent 
imagine of what the World 
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(6) 
cumſtances ſufficiently; refin'd. might lead 
us into vaſt Fields: of Tann Contempla- 
tions which now? lie hid in the Womb of 

impenetrable Obſcurity, and are cover'd with 
thick darkneſs that may re een ien. 

The Queſtion — is, whether theſe Ay 

1 1 in Nature are » Myſteries alſo id a 
Cbriſtian Senſe? And I anſwer that, ſtrict- 

— they are not: For tho for in- 

ance, in the Myſtery of. the: Connection of 
the Parts of Matter, my Senſes. inform me 
of the Exiſtence of the Thing, or that the 

Parts of Matter are actually otras 

but neither my Senſes nor my Reaſon” can 

jet me into the real intrinfic modia of their 

Cannection: Yet were my Senſes acute e- 

nough to let me into the intrinſic Natures 

and Eſſences, and Modes of Operation of 

Things, I might be inabled by thoſe ——. 

Senſes to diſcover the whole Myſtery, and 

to comprebend the Reaſon of the Connection 

of the Parts of Matter; whereas were my 

Senſes never ſo refin d Loh not ſee one 

jot farther than l do into the real modus of 

any one of thoſe MAyſterie which are deli- 
ver d in the New Teſtamemt; the real Na- 
ture and Attributes of : God, the Trinity in 

Unity, che Incarnation of the Son of God. 

and the Operation of the Bleſſed Spirit in 

the Convey yance of Grace: the Proceſs of 

Chriſt at he! Day " — the Nature 

al our e Bodies, and that of rhe 

230 Future 
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future ſtate of good Chriſtians in another 


World; theſe things, I fay, as to their real 


modus, are out of the reach of the molt re- 


fin d Senſes: They are to us, who ſee through 


a Glaſs darkly, ineffables ; ſuch, as it is not 


poſſible for Man to utter: And, by parity of 


reaſon, ſuch as it is not poſſible for him, 

from his preſent mediums of Intelligence, how- _ 
ever {ubtilis'd, adequately to conceive. Had 
our Eyes all the Advantages to take in Ob- 


jects at great diſtances, which the beſt 7e- 


leſcopes can furniſh us with ; and could we 


ſee more acutely into things than we can aſ- 


ſiſted with the beſt Microſcopes ; and were 


our other Senſes proportionably refin'd ; even 
with theſe advantages, as no Man hath ſeen 
God at any time; ſo no Man could ſee God and 
live; The moſt acute Senſes could not let 
us one jot into the real Nature of that Foun- 
tain of Light, to thoſe who have Faculties 
to receive it; but to us, Fountain of ineffable 


Myſteries. To diſcern the intrinfic- modus of 
the Nature of God, in any meaſure, as it 


really is, and conſequently of that diſt inction 
in the Godhead, which we call the Trinity in 


Unity, of the Incarnation, Gc. the greateſt ' 
refining upon our preſent ſenſitive Organs, 
will contribute nothing: Theſe My/teries 


are not, nor ever can be the proper Objects of 


our preſent Faculties in whatever refinement 


2 as 
WAL 1 


ü (18.) 
Hi alet- à8 to their real modus: But we muſt have 
ter in an- our Faculties not only .improv'd, but alter'd, 
ſwer to a or elſe they will contribute no more to our 


| end ottaining any thing of the real Nature of 


Cbritiani- theſe: ſublime Truths, than Exquiſite Ears will 
era. 5. contribute to the giving a Man born blind, 
31,32, Kc. Juſt Notions of Light and Colours. Thus 
Pao ſee, that the Myſteries in Nature, are not 
© Myſteries i ina Chriſtian Senſe ; ſuch as I have 
deicrib'd the Myſteries of our Holy Reli- 
gion to be, and that conſonantly to the 
Accounts given of them in the New 
F „„ 1 
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But then, a as we are ache d, Goch our Sen 
ſes, and our Reaſon, that we are inviron'd 
with infinite Myſteries, on all hands, in the 
viſible Frame of Nature; and, as We can af- 
ſign noreaſon ro the contrary, but that, had 
God Almighty ſo pleasd, we might have had 
more Senſes given us than five, which wou'd 
have inform'd us of numberleſs more Myfe- 

ries inthe viſible World: Can we aſſigu any «| 
reaſon to the contrary, but that there may | 
be Creatures ſomewhere, in the Univerſe, en- 
dow'd with Faculties intirely different from 
ours, furniſh'd with infinite proper Objects; 
which we can have no Notions of, till our 
preſent Faculties are improv'd and chang'd ; | 
"ms we have the ſans mediums of the con- N ö 
; | veyance | 


& 


PPP . W's 
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 veyance of Intelligence of external Objects 


as they have? A blind Man may as well 


argue againſt the Exiſtence of Light and Co- 
lours, as we againſt the poſſibility of this 


n Whereas conceive the Exiſtence 
0 


theſe inviſible things poſſible, and you 


have the poſſibility of what we call Myſte- 


ries in a Chriſtian Senſe. And as they are 


poſſible, ſo they are actual: For the Nature 


of the Eſſence and Attributes of God, are My- 
ſteries in this Senſe : What tho we know, as 


to their Exiſtence from the Works of his 
hands, in the viſible and inviſible World ; yet 
as to their real modus, or the true nature of 
God, we are abſolutely in the dark: Forming 


only weak and partial Conceptions of em, 


from ſome Analogy we find they muſt bear 


to what Perfections we meet with in the 
Works of his hands: And we ſhall never ſee 


em in any meaſure as they are, kill we have 
Faculties better proportion'd, than thoſe we 
have now, to ſuch tranſcendent Diſcoveries. 


' Befides that, if Myſteries in a Chriſtian Senſe, 


are poſſible, all the Evidence we have for the 


Divine Authority of the Scriptures, proves 
7 2 1 ; a | - 
em not only poſſible, but actual: For as we 
| fee clearly from what has been faid, that 
there may be ſuch things in Nature, as we 


call Myſteries in a Chriſtian Senſe, hence it 


follows, with all the Evidence we have for 
the Divine Authority of the Scriptures, that 
Ba . a 
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Cap 3. 

| ſuch things are actually reveal'd: in the New 
3 Teſtament: For the * obvious Conſtruction 
bpodlf multitudes of paſſages in this Divine Book, 
98 clearly makes for the actual revelation of ſe- 
veral Myſteries in the Senſe J contend for; 
I and that the obvious Interpretation ſhou'd ba 
. follow'd, where no reaſon can be aſſign'd to 
4 the contrary, is a piece of Juſtice due to all 
[ 

| 


Books, whether of Human, or Divine Autho- 
rity; and if Myſteries, in a Chriſtian Senſe, 
| are poſſible, then ſon can be aſſign d 
are poſſible, then no reaſon can be aſlign'd, 
why the paſſages whichdeliver thoſe Myſſe- 
ries we acknowledge, ſhould not be con- 
ſtrud in their obvious meaning; and if no 
reaſon can be aſlign'd againſt their obvious 
Conſtruction, *tis unreaſonable to conſtrue 
em otherwiſe. The Divine Authority of 
the New: Teftament, 1 aſſume here, becauſe 
1. our preſent decryers of Myſteries, profeſs to 
aſſume ir alſo: But I choſe not to prove the 
poſſible and actual Exiftence of Chriſtian My- 
* By Obvious I don't mean here, or wherever I uſe it 
ſtrictly Lite/al; but ſuch. a Conſtruction as they naturally + MW 
ſeem to challenge, after they are freed from all apparent 
: repugnancy, either to one another, or to any natural Truths 
evident upon the firſt and manifeſt Principles of reaſon, or to 
what either reaſon or revelation teaches us concerning the 
Nature and Attributes of God. Thus far we may, and 
ought to make ut of our reaſm, in adjuſting the 4ye cle, of 
our Faith: And what Conſtruction thoſe paſſages bid the 
faireſt for, after this Adjuſtment, 1 call their obvicus mean 
ig. Which I am to prove, we are oblig'd in reaſon to al- 
ſent to, whether it be within, or without the reach of our 
comprehenſion. Vid. Remarks on pag. 17, 18, Cc. of the 
Eſay corcerning the uſe of Reaſon, 6, © | 
WR | ſteries 
R | 1 | 
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feries immediately and ſolely from thenee, 
becauſe our modern Myſtery-baters make My- 


feeries in this ſenſe,and Abſardities or Contradi- 
ions abſolutely ſynonimous ; and in Conſe- 


quence "ob this Imagination, are either for 
expunging, or putting forcd Conſtructions 
upon all tuch paſſages, in. Holy Scriptures, 
as propole theſe Myſteries, as the Objects of 
our aſſent by Faith, Whereas if Myſteries 'in 
a Chriſtian Senſe: are poſſible, as I have ſhewn 
they are; then to call thoſe we meet with in 
the obvious Conſtruction of Seri ipture, there- 
fore Contradifions becauſe Myſteries, is groſs 


nonſenſe : To talk of expunging 'em, upon 


this ſcore, is profane Impertinence : And to 
conſtrue the paſſages which contain em in 


any other than their obvious meaning (when 


nothing can be ſhewn, in that Conſtruction, 


diſſonant from reaſon, or unworthy of God) 


is to do ſo by the Word of God, as wou d 
be eſteem d inſufferably diſhoneſt dealing 
with any Writings of meer Human Aut ho- 
rity: and can terminate in nothing elſe, but 


rendering the very Fundamentals of Chri- 
ſtianity, as laid down in the Holy Snag, 


intirel y precarious, | 


II. The ſecond 8 1 8 pod to 


inſiſt upon, is this, That God Almighty had 


great reaſon to propoſe theſe Myſteries, „in 
the way in which he has deliver d 'em in 


"7 22 * 
dhe New Teſtament, as the Objects of our 
; y_ by Faith. 1 


And the principal Gn why be roposd 
*em at all, was in order to make em, a- 
mongſt other Motives, Inducements to the 
practice of what ſhall fit and prepare us for a 
future enjoyment of eternal Happineſs. And 
the reaſon why they are propos d to us in 
that way in which they are deliverd in the 
New Teſtament, is to be taken from nothing 
elſe, but the Nature of the State in which 
this eternal Happineſs ſhall be enjoy d; and 
the Means by which a Title to it was pro- 
cur d; and thoſe which are, and have been 

made uſe of, in order to fit and prepare us 
for that ſtare: Compar'd with the ſhortneſs: 
and imperfection of our preſent Faculties, the 
narrowneſs of our underſtandings, and the 
defective nature of all the Media, by which 
alone we can now come by any inſight into, 
and comprehenſion of the n and bene 
of * e ene 


God | 


1 Firſt, The elucipet be why 


Almighty propos'd the Myſteries of Chriftice. 
nity, as the Objects of our Aſſent by Faith, at 

all, was in order to make em (amongſt o- 
ther motives) inducements to the practice 
of what ſhall fit us for a future enjoyment 
of eternal Happineſs.  Indeedl cant ſay, that 


this 


eee 


ew) 


aha was the only reaſon which God Almigh- 


ty had in view upon this occaſion; for as he 


propoſes to us a future ſlate of Happineſs, 


Nr ſech Terms as are expreſs'd in the Go- 
Covenant; and as thoſe Terms are the 
1 ef and pradtice of hat we are requir d to 
believe and do, in the New Teſtament; thus 
far the belief of the Myſteries of Cbriſtianity, 
is one of the Terms of the New: Covenant. 
But then it is not only ſuch, but à firm af- 
ſent to each Myſtery is 2 ſtrong motive (and 


under this conſideration it was, principally, 


that it was propos d as an Object of our 
Faith) to that Obedience which ſhall ſecure 


us of this eternal Happineſs. Such is the 
Myſtery of the Hypeſtatical union of the eter- 


nal Leges with the Soul and Body of Man; 
and ſuch is the Myſtery of the Satisfaction of 
God man for the Sins of the World; Such 
is the Myſtery of the operation of the Holy 
Spirit in the conveyance of Grace; and ſuch 
are the Myſteries of the Reſurrectiam, and of 
the Glorified Bodies in which we ſhall par- 


take of the Myſtical Crown of Liſe, Rd 


for thoſe who ſhall be thought worthy of the 
New, and Myſtical 1 Ia theſe glori ; 


ous Maniteſtations of the great Method of | 
the Redemption of Mankind through Chriſt Coloſl. bi 
Jeſus, are hid all the Treaſures of Wiſdom and caps. "4:0 i 


Knowledge : and whoever takes them into ſe- 


rious Conſideration ,” * find, that they 


B4 rae 


riiſe in him ſuch beautiſul Ideas of the love 
of God to Mankind, in admitting us to terms 

of Mercy and Reconciliation, and eternal 

Happineſs; ſuch amazingly glorious a Senſe 

of the wonderful Condeſcenſion of the only 
begotten Son of God, in aſſuming our Nature; 
and propoſing the terms of Reconciliation 
to Apoſtate Man, and, at laſt, aſter the 
moſt ungrateful Treatment, during a Life ful! 
of Sorrow|, and , acquainted with Grief, in 
dying a painful and ignominious Death, to 
ſatisfy for the Sins of the World; and ſuch a 
lovely. Notion, of the tranſcendent Compaſ- 
ſion of the Holy Spirit, who not only con- 

_ tributes to the. facilitating of our Duty, by 
his conſtant aſſiſting Grace, and by plying us 
with ſuch Motives, in Seaſon, and out of Sea- 

ſon, as may prevent us from running head- 
long upon our own ruin;but who makes Iater- 
ceſſion with God, for the Succeſs of our War- 
fare, with Groanings that cannot be uttered. IT. 
ſay whoever ſeriouſly conſiders theſe things, 
and with all the deformityof Sin diſcover dinſo | 
aſtoniſning a manner, in the Goſpel · diſpenſati- 
on, with the inexpreſſible Rewards and Puniſh- 
ments which will attend the performance 
or neglect of our Duty, after a ſhort Pilgri- 
; mage here, to all eternity; muſt count all 
mil. ep. 7hings but loſs, for the Excellency of the Nuo. 
3-v.8. * ledge of Chriſt Jeſus his Lord, and for his ſake + 
? be willing to ſuffer the loſs of all things, and 


OD 
to count them but dung, ſo he may win Chriſt: 
None f theſe Doitrines of our Saviour (to ap- ; 
ly the Words of an excellent Prelate of our rd Arch 
ply the Words of an excellent Prelate of our gichop af 
Church, to my preſent purpoſe were calcu- Jobs Ser- 
lated for the gratification of Mens idle Curioſities, mon be- 
1 . . 3 fore the 
the buſying and amuſing them with airy and gyeen on 
uſeleſs Syeculations — but the had an imme; Chriftmas- 
diate relation to Prattice, aud were the genuine day, 1704. 
Principles and Foundations, upon which all 
Human and Divine Virtues were naturally to 
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2. Secondly, As to God's propoſing the 
Myſteries of Chriſtianity, in the way which 
he has been pleas d to make uſe of in the New 
Teſtament”: It is, as I have already hinted, - 
what may very eaſily and briefly be vindi- 
cated. For inaſmuch as our future Condi- 
tion ſhall be quite different both in Nature 
and Perfection from that which we are 
now in; and our Title to it is procurd 
and ſettłd on God's Part by ſuch means, 
and the principal Motives to it are of ſuch 
intrinſic Natures as we can't poſſibly com- 
prehend, whilſt we continue to ſee thro a 
glaſs darkly in this World: Inaſmuch as 
ſome of theſe are what i is not poſſible for 
man to utter, and others what the Angels : 
themſelves defire tos pry into: I ſay inaffrmach | 
as theſe things are thus, and yet God AE 
EF ˙ WO IE 
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Ideas at all of the Things relating to ano» 
ther Liſe, nor can have any Notion of the 
intrinſic Nature and Perfections of God. till 
his preſent Faculties are alter d and i mprov d 
in a Future State: Hence it is that none 
of theſe Things can be communicated to 
us now in their real intrinſie modus even 
by immediate Revelation, unleſs our preſent 
Faculties are alter d and inlarg d, and we 
are furniſhd with a new ſet of Ideas vaſtly 
different from what we have hitherto been 
acquainted with from - Senſation and Refle- 
ction. And whereas were theſe Matters com- 
municated in their real modus to any. one 
Perſon, or any determinate ſett of Men, 
after having their Faculties alter d and im- 
prov'd, and a new Furniture of Ideas ſuf- 
ficient to this purpoſe; theſe Men cou d 


not communicate em in this manner to 


the World, any more than a Man poſſeſs d 
_ of the Senſe of Seeing can give adequate 
Notions of Light and Colours to one that 
is born lind: Whereas farther: (as is evi- 
dent from what I have but now offer d) 
the End of any Revelation of theſe Mat- 
ters may be anſwer d if we are brought to 
underſtand their Exiſtence and the Relation 
they baue to us, however e are leſt in the 
dark as to their intrinſic modus; and we may be 


1 


- ©, 


brought acquainted with their Exiſtence, 10 


Ne 
and what is ſufficient for us to know ws 
em, by having em repreſented to us 


typical Alluſions to what they bear the near- 


eſt Analogy to, and we are previouſly ac- 
quainted with in this World: Hence it is 


that God (who acts always in the conciſeſt 


way as well in the Moral as in the Natural 
World, where there is no reaſon to juſtify a 
circular Method of Proceeding) has been 


pleas'd to acquaint us with the Exiſtence of 


the Myſteries of Chriſtianity, and with the 


relation t 


uſe of in the New Teſtament : That he has 
aſſur d us of a Future State of inexpreſſible 


Happineſs if we are obedient to his Laws, 


under the Tow of 4 7 of Glory that fa- 
deth not away; and ſo for the _ tho 
what Analog) Nats a Crown of Glory bears to 
the real Nature of our Future State of Hap» 
pineſs we know not: Or rather we may be 


tatisfy'd that it bears no real Analogy at all 


to it, any: farther than as the Type is one 


of the brighteſt Enſigns of :Earthly Glory, 
it muſt typify the inceprefſible: Glory t 


ee of our, Future _ "2X 


As God Almighty had not am— 


the Myſteries of Chriſtzanity to us at all, had it 


not been principally in order to prevail with us 


to endea/ our after ſuch an Obedience as wou d 
| focurs us of eternal e, ſo he _ 
_ nieA 


they have to us, in the Method made 
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been to turn our Faith into Viſian, and 


(280 
nicated em in the way we find em in, be- 
cauſe he ſaw that would be the conciſeſt 
Met hod of Proceeding; and becauſe he knew 


that ſo communicated they carry d ſufficient 
Weight along with em to anſwer with all 


impartially rational Agents the end of their 
Communication; For as we are aſſur d that 
at the Day of Judgment there ſhall be made 


the ſtricteſt and moſt accurate Examination | 
into our paſt Lives and Actions, from the 


Books and Records which we, are typically 
told ſhall be made uſe of. upon this folemn 
Occaſion, ought not this to move us to 
have a ſtrict regard to our Lives and Acti- 


ons, tho the real modus of Chriſt's Proceed - 


ing at this time be as much in the dark as 


the Day and Hour when it ſhall commence? 


In ftri& Reaſon it ought. And the fame 


may be ſaid for the reſt. Beſides that to 


have communicated ?em not only as to their 
Exiſtence, and the relation they have to us 
but in their real modus; to have given us 


* 


2 View of Heaven as it is, and diſengag d 


from all the Semblances, borrow'd from the 


beſt Images in this World, under which its 


native Luſtre is now veil'd ; would have 


therein to deſtroy all the Virtue of Faith; 


and to take off much from the - Praiſe-wor- 


thineſs of good Works, by laying ys under 
an almoſt invincible Necellity of living obe. 


dient 


— 


Ts) 


dient and holy Lives. Had our Senſes been 


made much acuter than they are, tho t 

wou'd have furniſh'd us with more Philoſo- 
phy, they wou'd not ſo well have anſwerd 
the end of their Inſtitution in ſerving the 
common Exigencies of Life: And had out 
Faith been turn d into Viſion, tho it. wou'd 


| have made us the more knowing Men, in 


this State of Probation it would not have 


been ſo proper a Motive to a x commendable 


Obedience. 


"INE My Third Buſineſs is to prove chat 
we may with the ſtricteſt Reaſon aſſent to 


the Truth of theſe Articles of our Faith, the 


Myſteries of Chriſtianity ; tho', as to their 
real modus, they are abſolutely above out 
preſent 3 4 


Now from thetwo ſorts of Myſterierwhich 
have provd actually exiſtent under my 
Firſt General Head, Myſteries in Nature, and 


Myſteries in a Chriſtian Senſe, which are ut- 
terly inexplicable by the beſt improv'd hu- 
man Reaſon, as to the real modus of their 
Exiſtence, tis evident that Things may 


be ſaid to be above human Reaſon in TWO 
Senſes, Firſt, as they are what we want L 


 deas of as to their internal. mechanical modus 
by reaſon of the ſhortneſs and imperſection of 


our 1 Senſes, but which we haue Capa- 
cities 
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cities ſufficient: to comprehend, were theſe OB. 1 


rudi ions remov'd, and our Senſes ſufficiently P 
refind and improv'd;; And, Secondly, a 

they are not only what we want Ideas of, but il © 
what our | preſent Senſes however refin'd and Nj ® 
. improv'd could never give us any Notions of C 
"at all as they are in themſelves; and what | * 
we ſhall never be able in any meaſure to com- : 
prehend without not only an Inlargement but 
an Alteration of our preſent | Faculties. In || * 
the former of theſe Senſes all the Myſteries Iſl / 
in Nature, the infinite beautiful Phenomena 
which occurr every day in the. viſible World, 
and which we as to their internal Mecha- | 
nical Modus can't account for, are atove ib | 


human Reaſon : They are what would nat 
be above the Explication of human Reaſon 
were our Senſes ſufficiently refin'd to let us 
into the intrinſic Natures and Eſſences of 
Things. And in the latter of theſe Senſes 
all the Myſteries in Religion, as the real 
Nature of God, and the mode of Diſtinct ion 
of the Three Perſons in the Deity, and the 
reſt of the Myſteries deliverd in the New 
Teſtament, are above human Reaſon : They 
are what the greateſt Refinemenr of our 
preſent Faulties will not inable us. to ac- 
count for in any meaſure as they are in them 
ſelves; but theſe Faculties muſt not only be 
improv'd but alter d, in order to bring em 
in any degree within our comprehenſion. 
a 5 . Thus 
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Thus as we argue: at preſent from Seuſe 


and Conſciouſneſs in our Enquiries. into what 


few natural Phenomena, we are able to give 
any tolerable account of, as to the mecha- 


nical Operations of Nature in their Produ- 
ction; ſo were our Senſes ſufficiently refin'd, 


and had we them in ſuch a number as have 
their proper Objects in Nature; and were 


we acquainted from our refin'd Sen 
with the inmoſt Eſſences of External Ob- 
jects, and were we conſcious of the inmoſt 


Nature or Eſſence of the thinking part of 


our ſelves, all the Myferies in Nature would 
ceaſe, and we ſhould be able to trace her 
in all her inmoſt receſſes, and through all 


the beautiful mazes of her now latent per- 


formances. Whereas. refine upon our pre- 
ſent Senſes as much as you will, and add as 
many more to the number as you will be 
pleasd to imagine may have their proper 
Objects in the preſent Frame of Nature; and 
conceive your ſelf conſcious of the internal 


Eſſence and Nature of your own Soul; and 


hence you will indeed commence an excel- 
lent Natural Philoſopher, and from the de- 
pendency of created Nature, then clearly 


ſeen into infer, with an evidence which the 


moſt obſtinate Atheiſt muſt ſubmit to, the 


Exiſtence of a Creator God Bleſſed for ever; 


and when the moſt ſecret Beauties of Nature 


are laid before your Eyes, the 8 
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Contrivance of the ſupreme Artificer,, will 


moving from him all the Imperfections 
Which you find in his Creatures, and in- 


P L 
2 5 = "ET" 
3 2 - : — 2 eee re 1 * — 
2 3 — — 
— . 
5 ? 
2 1 * 1 * 
r a DO - To A * — 
4 * 
” TH \ 
* 5. 
% 


: you will only under all theſe Advantages be 


6 


ſhine upon you with the brighteſt luſtre. 
But ſtill you will become ſenſible of the Ex- 
iſtence and Attributes of God in the ſame way, 
though by more and more beautiful Argu- 
ments than you do now; and you will be 
able to form no Idea of him, but by re- 


larging indefinitely . all the Perſections 
you meet with; as we do now: That is, 


LL Ea Jp = www . Y ww R89 uk ere 


able to ſay that God is abſolutely perfect in 
his Nature and his Attributes, though what 


that Nature is in it ſelf, and what are thoſe 


you aſcribe abſolute Perfection, you know 
not. Theſe and all other the Myſteries of 
Chriſtianity will under all theſe Advantages 
continue ine fable, and, after the greateſt re- 
finement of Senſe, what it will be found im- 


| 

Attributes in their intrinſic Nature, to which 
1 

ö 


| poſh ible for man to utter. 


The Queſtion then is under this head; 
whether we may not with the ſtricteſt Rea- 
ſon, aſſent to the Exiſtence, and Relation had 
tous of the Myſteries of Chriſtianity, if requir d 
by God to do it, though we can't at all 


comprehend what thoſe things are in them- 


ſelves (or their real modus whoſe Exi- 


| laue and Ref ference to us WE aſſent to. And 


1 


K 


in Anſwer to this Queſtion, tis be? that 
God Almighty may require any thing at our 
hands which we may reaſonably do: If we 
may therefore reaſonably... aſſent to ſome _ 
Truths, as to their Exiſtence, though we 
have no Ideas or Notions at all of their rea! 

modus ; then God Almighty may \reaſonably 
demand us to aſſent to others in the ſame 
Circumſtances. And that we may do the 
former, may be proy d demonſtratively in a 
ſew een n | N 


Indeed as to the Myſteries in Nature, „or 
things aboye Human Reaſon in the former of 
the two Senſes aſſign d, nothing can be more 
clear than that we have demonſtrative evi- 
dence for infinite Truths, whoſe real me- 
chanical modus we have no Ideas of at all : 
And conſequently nothing can be more ma- 
„ niteſt than that we may reaſonably aſſent to 
ſeveral Truths of this kind. Thus we may 
and muſt aſſent to the Truth of this Pro- 
poſition, that the parts of Matter are con- 
nected, though we are intirely ignorant of 
the internal mechanical modus of their Con- 
nection: And thus we may and muſt aſ- 
ſent to the Exiſtence of all the other inex- 
plicable Phenomena which occur every here 
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T in the viſible World, though how they are 

| effected, or. by what mechanical Powers in 
1 [| N th oduc'd, we are abſolutely It 
1 ature they are pr „ We a y a} 
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unable to explain. And whereas the Deiſts 
would teach us to infer, that becauſe Ideas 


are the ſole Foundation our Knowledge | and 


Aſſent, therefore we can't aſſent to any — 
which we have not an immediate Idea of, a 


would thence invalidate the reaſonableneſs of 


our aſſent to Chriſtian Myſteries, becauſe we 


confeſs we have no immediate Ideas of them: 


The Inference which they build upon is, you 
ſee, fo far from being true, that tis as 


clear as the Light, that we may with de- 


monſtrative reaſon aſſent to many natural 
Truths, relating to ſuch things, as we have 


dence of Senſe for the effects we can thence 


infer, and aſſent to the Exiſtence of the 
Cauſes, though what thoſe Cauſes are whoſe 
Exiſtence we infer and aſſent to we know 
not; And thus having Ideas of the inhe- 
rent Attributes of Matter, and thinking Sub- 


 Bances, and of their neceſſary dependence on 


ſomething, as a ſupport of their Exiſtence, 
we infer and aſſent” to the Exiſtence of the 
Subſtances which ſupport them; though what 
thoſe Subſtances are in their intrinſie Natures 
we are intirely ignorant; having not the 
leaſt glimpſe of an Idea of the inmoſt Na- 


tures of the Eſſences of things. Nay thus 
having Ideas of the Inconſiſtency of the inhe- 
rent Attributes of Matter and thinking Sub- 
| ſtances (which thoſe Attributes, upon a due 
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compariſon furniſh us with) in the ſame dale 


ject, we infer and aſſent to the: intire Incom- 
patibility in Nature of theſe two Subſtances 
upon demonſtrative Evidence ; though what 
matter is in it ſelf, and what is the inmoſt 
Nature of thinking Subſtance, we are utter - 
ly ignorant. So far it is from being true 
what the Decryers of Myſteries contend for, 
that on the contrary *tis demonſtrable that 


we have Natural Knowledge ſtrictly ſo calld, 
of the Exiſtence, different Natures, &c. of 
Objects, of whoſe either Eſſences, or Modes 


of Exiſtence we have no Ideas at all. Where 


though Ideas are the ſole Foundation of our 
Knowledge and Aſſent, as well as in all o- 


ther caſes ; yet from things of which we have 
Ideas we can infer the Exiſtence, &c. of things 
of which we have no Ideas; and that with as 
oreat a force of Demonſtration in- our De- 
ductions as if we actually had /mmediate Ideas 


of them. 74 


RS * a : . 3 CES 1 | 6: . 1 1 ANY 
And if we may reaſonably aſſent to the 


Exiſtence. of ſome things, though we have 


no Immediate Ideas at all of the Real Modus of 


their Exiſtence, why-may not God Almigh- 
ty demand us to aſſent to others in the like 
Circumſtances? If we may atient upon the 
Evidence of Demonſtration to the Exiſtence, 


ef 


different Natures, c. of ſeveral things, the 


manner of whoſe Exiſtence, Sc. we. have no 


\ 


Gs... 


_ * „ rs * o - m— * „ N * 1 Wyre, . * . * A 1 Cu 
X K 1 9 9 ua Ded © * hn RES" 5 Og " Be x 1 F BENE a 
? 9 0 7 N b a os, y f ; 
5 7 A : f K KY 1 
% 


> > . * 
NF - , ' * ? 6 ; > NOX. „ 
* Woe „ Py 
4s * 38 * — v 


Notion-of at all; for want of Senſes acute 
enough to let us into the Eſſences, Modes 
of Operations;&c.- of Bodies which produce 
what we call the Myſteries in Nature, why 
may we not do the ſame in the caſe of the 
Myſteries of Chriftianity, and aſſent to their 
Exiſtence upon the Authority of Almighty 
God; though how theſe things can be, whoſe 
Exiſtence we aſſent to, we ſhall never know 
in any meaſure till our preſent Faculties have 
undergone ſeveral conſiderable Alterations as 


well as Improvtements ? Indeed as to ſome 


great Myſteries common to Chriftianity and 
Natural Reaſon (I mean the Being and At- 

tributes of Almighty God) tis plain that 
ve have irrefragable Evidence for their Exi- 


ſtence; though what is the intrinſic Nature 


and Eſſence of that God whoſe Exiſtence, up- 
on Natural Principles, we can demonſtrate, 
bh bow be 18 omnipreſent: Who is * j Spirit, an d 
conſequently can have no relation-to ſpace 


in any way which we can conceive; and 
bow he is omniſcient, with reſpect to not 


only what is paſt and preſent, but alſo what 
is to come, as that implys his præſcience 
both of what ſhall come to paſs hereafter in 
the Way. of neceſlar 5 Cauſalty, and more- 
over all ſuch future events as are left to the 
arbitrary Determination of free Agents; 

Whole Omniſcience and Omnipreſence are ne- 


be 
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vertheleſs demonſtrable, (and the fame may 
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be faid of his Iyfiriry and other demon- 
e ſtrable Attributes) we neither know nor 
es ever ſhall know from our . preſent Facul- 
e ties, whilſt we eontinue to ſee through a 
y | Glaſs darkly in this World. And if we may 
upon the ſafeſt Principles of Natural Reaſon 
aſſent to the Exiſtence of the Eſſence and 
Attributes of Almighty God; though what 
he is in himſelf, or in any of theſe Attri- 
butes we can't. poſſibly comprehend : I ſay 
if we may and muſt aſſent to theſe Myſteries 
of Chriſtianity upon the ſafeſt rational Evi- 
dence ; why may not God Almighty reaſon- 
ably require our aſſent to the reſt upon 
his own Authority, as to their Exiſtence, and 
the Relation they have to us, though as to 
the real modus of the Trinity in Unity, of 
God #ncarnate, Sc. we are intirely in the + 
dark; and know, if poſſible, leſs of them 
than of the manner of God's Ubiquity > For 
the Socinians and Deiſts to come over us 
here with their darling Sophiſm, that be- 
cauſe Jdeas are the ſole Foundation of our 
Knowledge, and aſſent therefore we can know, 
or aſſent to nothing which we have not 
an immediate Idea of, is only to ſhew their 
aſſurance ; for you ſee clearly that we have 
>= Knowledge of the Exiſtence and different 
e Natures of things, whoſe intrinſic Natures, 
s or real mauner of Exiſtence we have no I- 
- deas of at all; and that not only in what 
4 | 
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1 call the Myſteries of Nature, but in ſo me 


Myſteries. in a Chriſtian Senſe. Our con- 
ſtant Method of reaſoning in theſe caſes is 


from things of which we have Ideas to infer 


things which we have no Ideas of; and this 


Method, you ſee, is demonſtratively good 
in ſeveral caſes, both in matters of Philoſo- 


phy, and Natural Religion. And if we may 


juſtifiably do thus in matters within the 
_ diſtrict of Natural Reaſon, why not in mat- 
ters purely Chriſtian, and which depend for 
their Evidence upon the Authority of Di- 


vine Teſtimony 2 If from the Ideas which we 
have from Senſation and Reflection of the 
Attributes of Matter and Immaterial Sub- 
ſtances we can infer their Exiſtence, and 
different intrinſic Natures; though what ei- 


ther of them are in their reſpective intrin- 
fic Natures we are intirely ignorant: Why 


may we not, if requird by God, make the 
fame uſe of our Faculties in matters of Re- 


ligion as well as Natural Reaſon; and from 


our Idea of God's Veracity, in Conjunction 
with thoſe-that ſatisfy us that the Scriptures 
are the Word of God, infer and believe ( for 
inſtance ) the Truth of this Propoſition, 
that we ſball be raid d in the likeneſs of Chriſt; 
though in what that /ikeneſs ſhall conſiſt, we 
are as abſolutely ignorant as we are of the 
„d GG. 
This is as clear as the Light, unleſs tho 

15 e 5 


we may do thus upon interna! Evidence we 


can't upon Divine Autlority: And *tis clear 


that we may do thus upon Authority either 
Divine or Human, it Authority in general is 
a rational Ground of Aſſent as well as inter- 
nal Evidence, "Tis true ſome have deny'd 


that it is ſo: But till they can ſhew that we 
can't reaſonably believe either God or Man 


upon their Word; that all aſſent to either 
Human or Divine Teſtimony is impoſſible and 


_ abſurd ; they muſt give us leave to ſuſpend our 


Aſſent to this their Aﬀertion. Upon their 
own Principles their own Authority muſt not 
eſtabliſh it; And T am pretty confident we 


mult never believe it at all if we fy» 
ſpend our Aſſent to it till they make it 


evident. 


And now (Sir) where's the Abſurdity of 
aſſenting to the Myſteries of the Chriſtian 
Faith» Or why muſt the Clergy be either 


Knaves or Fools for defending theſe Myſte- 


ries as reaſonably to be believ'd by thoſe who 
call themſelves Chrifians > That there may 


be ſuch things as Myſteries in a Chriſtian Senſe 
is as clear as the Light 35 and that there are 


ſeveral ſuch in the New Teſtament, none 
can deny who does the ſame Jultice to that 


Book as is reaſonably challeng d by even 
common Human Writers; and that we are 
requir'd to believe them the Holy Scriptures 
fufficiently aſſure us; and that we may m. 
. C 4 tionaly 
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nelly aſſert to them, though we. compre- 
hend them but in part, I have made it ſuſfi- 
ciently evident, The Dirt therefore which 


is 'thrown upon the Clergy upon their ac- 
count returns upon thoſe that throw it : And 


the Gentlemen Deiſts ought not to take it 
amis if 1 fay that it is either out of Pride, or 
Ignorance, or ill Deſign, that they profanely 
ridicule the Myſteries of Chriſtianity : They 
have no reaſon on their ſide, and conſequent- 
ly muſt be influenc'd by ſome ill Motives, or 


ogg in this Conduct. 


Mere the Myſteries of our Holy Religion, 
as, propos'd in the New Teſtament, in their 
obvious Conſtruction real Contradifions ; I 
know no Clergy-man who would not diſcard 


them in that Conſtruction as well as any 


Deiſt of them all. For inſtance, were it ſaid 
that there are Three Gods that bear Record in 
Heaven, the Father, the Word, and. the Spi- 


rit, and theſe Three Gods, though Three in Sub- 


Pance, are in Subſtance but One God: We 
could not believe it; any more than that a 
thing might be and not be at the ſame time, 
and in the ſame reſpect. Whereas when tis 


only ſaid that there are Three that bear Record 


in Heaven, the Father, the Word, and the 
Spirit, and 


theſe Three are One : Where's the 


Abſurdity of believing that as the Body, the + 
Soul, and the Animal Spirits make but One 


| Man 5 1 the * the * and the Holy 
| Ghoſt 
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mib but * G, Where's the Ab- : : 


000 K of believing that in the Divine E,. 
ſence there is ſuch a diſtinction, as we figu- 
ratively call a diſtinction of Perſons, becauſe 


it is reveal'd to us under · the Typical Terms 


of Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt ; | tay where's 
the Abſurdity for us 25 believe this who 


know nothing at all of the real Nature of 


God, and conſequently can't poſſibly make 


any material Objection againſt ſuch a Di. 
ſtinction? Tis true how great, or what this Di-. 


ſtinction is analogicaly repreſented to us un- 


der theſe Semblances, we know no more from 
what is reveal d than we do the Real Eſſence 
of that God to whom it relates; neither 


can we attempt to diſcover the manner of 


this Diſtinction without the moſt ridiculous 


extravagancy : For though the Analogies 
made uſe of upon this occaſion diſcover 


this Diſtinction, and at the ſame time the 
ſtrict Union there is twixt the diſtinguiſp d 


in the Divine Eſſence; yet the manner of 


this Diſtinftion they neither do, nor deſign 


to let us into: Neither indeed could they, 


or any other ſuch like analogical Expreſſi 


ons in their ſtead, let us into it in any 
meaſure without new Faculties commenſu- 
rate to what we ſhall ever be able to ap- 
ehend of it. And when we have new 
Faculties all uſe of Avalogies will ceaſe * 
WR that which is perfett ſhall come, that 


which 
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which is in part will be done away: And we 


| ſhall no more need to ſee through a Glaſs 


This Myſtery was reveal'd to us, among 
other like reaſons, to give us. right Notions 
of the Dignity of the Perſon who redeemed 
us; and of the Demerit of Sin; and with- 


al to incourage us to do our utmoſt to for- 


fake it in conſideration of the aſſiſtance we 


may reaſonably hope for, if we are not 
wanting to our ſelves, from the Holy Spirit 


of God: And if it anſwers theſe purpoſes 
the end of its being reveal'd is ſerv d. And 
all the reſt were reveal'd alſo for the Pro- 
motion of Obedience and a Holy Life. Which 
as they relate to Perſons and Things of ano- 
ther World, which we neither have nor can 
have any proper Notions of during our ſtay 
upon Earth ; hence it is that we are told of 
their Exiſtence, and the Relation they have 
to us under Semblances and Shadows; and this 
Method of revealing them is ſufficient to 
anſwer the end of their Communication. As 
to what they are in themſelves, our intire 
Ignorance of this does not at all affect the 
reaſonableneſs of our aſſenting to their Exi- 
ſtence. And when we have got new Fa- 
culties, their real modus will be a pro- 


per Subject of our enquiring into a future 
State. F 9 8 | 


I come 
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I come now (Sir,) after have given you 


a ſhort Rationale of our belief of the My- 


ſteries of Chriſtianity , to make ſome brief 


Remarks upon the Book which occaſion d 


your ſetting me this Task: Which the Au- 


thor calls au Eſſay concerning the Uſe of Nea- 


ſon in Propoſitions, the Evidence whereof de- 


pends upon Human Teſtimony. And firſt, I 


muſt have a Remark upon the Title it (elf. 
Now in this Title tis plain that by Propofis Eff.. 
tions the Evidence whereof depends upon Hu- N. 
man Teſtimony, he means Propoſitions con- 


7 


rain'd in the Holy Scriptures; and tis plain 


from the whole Tenor of the Book, that in 
theſe Propoſitions he has a more immediate 
Eye upon thoſe which contain the Myſteries 
of our Chriſtian Faith: tis plain alſo from 
the whole Book that in this Title by the 
uſe of Reaſon in theſe Propoſitions, he means 


what uſe we ought to make of our Reaſon 


in diſcovering the Truth or Falſhood, Pro- 
bability or. Improbability of any particular 


- Propoſition in the Scriptures : Whence it 
follows that by Evidence he does not mean 


the Evidence we have that they are the 
Word of God, but the Evidence we have 
for the Truth or Falſhood of what they con- 


' tain. So that this Title, if it is pertinently 
put before the Book, may be very juſtly and 


more plainly expreſs'd thus; an Enquiry 


what aſe we ought to make of our Reaſon in ex- 
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F. clarks 


ſecond 


14 Vol. at 
Mr. Beyle's 
Lecture, 


from 
p. 241. to 


the end. 
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7 
amining into the Truth or Falſbood ”, ADs. 
Arius as are contain d in the. Scriptures, 527 


wbeſe E vidence depends upon Human Teſtimo- 


„% Now to ſay that we have no more Evi- 


dence. than bare Human 7, eſtimony. for the 


Truth of the Doctrins contain'd in any 


' Propoſitions in Holy Scriptures is falſe : The 


Teſtimony upon which we believe that any 


Propoſition in Scripture, or the whole Scri- 
pture together is the Word of God is Hu- 


man Teſtimony ; corroborated by the ſubject 
matter of the Scripture it ſelf: Which as to 


both its moral and doctrinal part, as to the 


end it propoſes to attain, and the meahs it 
makes uſe of in order to attain it (taking 


it all together as a Scheme laid by God Al- 


mighty to recover Mankind out of their 
univerſal degeneracy into a ſtate ſuitable to 
the original Excellency of their Nature ; 


"which deſign is infinitely becoming our na- 
tutal Notions of the Deity, and conſonant 
to the reaſonable hopes and expectations of 


the wiſeſt and beſt Heathens) muſt be con- 
feſs d to be fb beautiful, and fo harmoniouſly 
conſiſtent; ſo juſt and perfect in its Moral, 
apo, ſo tranſcendent i ih its DoCtrinal Part, as 

to "ſpeak God its Author in a way which 
:inpariial” Reaſon can never contradict: To 


demonſtrate ' that it came from God, as it 


could never have enter d into the Heart of 
Man to conceive. Upon Human Nane 
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(I ay) badet tek 157 thee collitefal E. 
'videnges it is that we believe any Propofi- 
tion in Scripture, or the whole Scriptures 


together to be the Word of God. But then 
being thus aſſurd of its Authority, the Evi- 
dence we have for the Truth of each Propo- 


ſition in Scripture is Divine L. eſtimony: We 
are aſſurd from the' former Topic that it 


came from God, and the Evidence we 


God.” 


#.: 
8 5 1 1 


1 weve bod to „t to B firſt thee! Se | 
Rions, only that when he ſays that al Pro- 


pofitions whatever conſiſt of Terms or Words 


which ſtand for Ideas concerning. which ſome 
Agreement is affirm d or deny'd; and in con- p.. 


ſequence of this, that when 7. rath, Fal ſpood, 
Probability or Improbability are apply 'd to Pro- 
poſitions, nothing is meant by them hut tbe ne. 
ceſſary er probable Agreement or Diſagreement 
of the IMS of which the Extremes in Propoft 
tions confiſt: I ſay in theſe and the like AC 


ſertions, it he _ by Ideas Immediate Ideas 


which we muſt have of the Terms in every 
Propoſition,” and of the Things thoſe: Terms 


are usd'to ſignify; in order A be able to a. 
firm or deny any thing of it, he is miſtaken: 9 52 22 6 


for there are a. great many Propoſitions 


whoſe Truth or Falſhood we can demon. 


ſtrate which contain ſeveral Terms or Words 
. W . 
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have | for its 7 rath is the e of 
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| which are a to ſignify. Things which we 
have no immediate Ideas of. For — — 
the Eſſences of Matter and thinking Subſtances | 


are incompatibly different in their intrinſic Na- 


' fures : One whom this Author is pretty 


well acquainted with has not been able with 
all his Wit and. Sophiſtry to evade the force 


of a Demonſtration whith has been brought 


in. favour of this Propoſition; and yet he 


muſt acknowledge that he has no immediate 


Ideas of its Extremes the Eſſences of Matter 


Set. 4. 
275,8, 9, 
&c. ad. p. 
16. 


and thinking Subſtances. We muſt indeed in 


all Propoſitions that we aſſent to know the 
meaning of the Words; but it does not there- 


* follow that thoſe Words muſt ſtand for 


things which we have 1deas of: If this were 
ſo, then it would follow that as Ideas are the 
ſole Foundation of aur Knowledge and. Aſſent, 


ſo we can aſſent to nothing which we have not 


an immediate Idea F. . Whereas 1 have clearly 


ſhewn you already that though, in this caſe, 


the Foundation is good; yet the Super- 


ſtructure which. is built n it is econ. 
err and falſe. e, 


After baving given; us $8an 8 Tith, 
and aſſum d in the three firſt Sections a falle 
Principle ; our Author proceeds to examin 
what Qualifications are neceſſary to male a mat- 
ter of fact credible upon Human Teſtimony : And 
. he aſſumes what he laid down | in the 

Vu, 
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„„ a” —- 
ile, that our Belief of Reveal d Religion is 
„funded on the Teſtimony of Men; which can 
5 | have mo other Foundation unleſs Miracles were 
eve day wrought for its Confirmation before 

our Ey es, or that eve particular Man had 
| i once in bis life an immediate Commmunication 

rom God of all its Divine Traths. And I 

t grant that our Belief that the Scriptures 

- | are the Word of God is founded upon ff 
Human Teſtimony corroborated by the col- 4 
A 

1 

p 

T 

e 

e 


lateral Evidences I have already ſpecify'd ; Frompag: * 
but then this is not all that he aims at m to fag. 
here; but, as is evident from what he 
makes requiſite to make the things credi- 
ble which we are requird upon Teſtimo- 
ny to afſent to, he means by car belief 
of reveal d Religion, being founded upon 
'» || himan teſtimony, that we have only Hdaman 
* | :cſtimony' to ſupport our belief of the Truth 
fam Propofitions in Holy Scriptures,” Where- 
> | as either the evidence we have, that the 
- I Scriptures are the Word of God, is ſuffick 
ent to ſatisfy any impartial Mind; that they 
I are fo, or it is not: If it is not ſufficient, 
then we are under no Obligation of troubling 
„ | our heads about any thing contain d in em, 
e Jas a Revelation of God: But if it isfufficient ' 
1 | then, as the evidence which we have from 
- | Human Teſtimony, &c. ſufficiently aſſures us 
that the Holy Scriptures, are the Word of 
God ; *cis as clear as the Light, that the 
N Evidence 


f 2 


00 


Evidente which we have for the work of any 
Propoſition in the Holy Scriptui 
which is not diſcoverable by natural reaſon, 


16 dence which we have for the Divine Autho- 
I 3 rity of the Scriptures as ſufficient here, be- 
Ceed. s. p. cauſe he ſeems to own it r 8 eve: 
15519220. . occaſions. ; ; ©2691; 26 {if 
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A that of the two Requiſites, Which he de- 
» mands, to make the truth of any Propoſi- 
= tion credible ;' viz; Credibility of Perſons, and 
rg. 8. Credibility of Things; the Credibili. of the 
2 Perſons — God Almighty was vleagd to 
make uſe of to deliver the Canon of Scri- 


| ſiderations» of their Qualifications as to 
Capacity, Diſintereſtednets, and the like; 

which appear, with all poſſible Advanta- 
ges, in the Books of Holy Writ) muſt 
be ultimately reſolvd into the Veracity of 
Almighty God, who confirm'd their Do- 
ctriae by Signs following, as themſelves de- 
clare: And if we have ſufficient» Evidence, 
that the Scriptures are the Word of 
God, we have ſufficient Evidence for the 
truth of theſe Declarations, as well as all 
other particulars, nen! in the en _ 
ſtament. wes e 5 TY 
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is the Teſtimony of God. I aſſume, the Evi- 


| Theſe things being — tis akon 


pture to the World (ſetting aſide the Con- 
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0 And as to the Credibility of the Things, 
n, in every Propoſition which, upon either 
i- Human or Divine Teſtimony, requires our 
o- || aſſent to the Doctrine which it propoſes 
e- || to be believd: Firſt, ne muſt, and ought 
e- | to underſtand the meaning of the Words: which 
it .confiſts of. Not that every one of-thoſe 8 
* Words muſt therefore, as he requires, ſtand 9 
nt for known Ideas, or Ideas that we are capa- pag. 8. 
ee ble | of forming ; for Ne may aſſent to ſe- 
G- | veral Propoſitions, which contain ſome 
Words which ſtand for Things of which — 
he || we have no immediate Ideas, upon ratio». 
to nal internal Evidence; as for inſtance, to 
ri- '| this Propoſition, that God i abſolutely per- 
to what is the real Nature of abſolute Per- 
; fection, we know by no immediate Ideas 
ta- Nat all. And whereas, he ſays, that if: they 
1ſt Fand for Ideas that we know not, or want Fa- 
oof Nculties to perceive, there are then no Objetls 
o- % the Mind to exert it ſelf upon: It does 
e. not follow at all: For in this, and all like 
ce, Propoſitions, where either the Subject or the -.- 
of N Prædicate, or both, are Words which ſtand 
he for things, which we have no proper Ideas © 
all Jof; we infer the exiſtence of thoſe things, 
re. rom what we have Ideas of; and to-thoſe 
JI /ings thus inferrd, we aſſign Names; and : 
the lings fignify'd by thoſe» Names, are ſo il 
= | 3 : fir i 
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1 Mind, as the thi 

infer- em from, of which we — 
diate Ideas, let us into their Natures. Thus 
if Lam told that the Eſſence of matter exiſts; 
though the Subject in this Prop „ vis. 
the Eſſence of matter is what] have no im- 
mediate Idea at all off, yet as I can infer its 
exiſtence from things which I have Ideas of, 
the Attributes which flow from, and depend 
upon it; I unde more by the Name 
which give to this Support of thoſe Attri- 
butes, than à meer Sound, without ſignifics- 
tion, in conceiving the Word Eſſence Corkuth 
apply d to matter) to ſtand for ſomething, 
which is the Support of Solidity, Mobility, 
_ Divifibility, and the like, which I have 
immediate Ideas of: Wbereby though it 
is not immediately an Object for my Mind 
to exert it ſelf upon, yet it is ſo medi- 
ately; and that by the Mediation of thoſe 
Ideas from which F infer its exiſtence, and 
to much of! its Nature as they hora me 
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S — fine he, The Wards wy fand for 
teſe 1 Ideas which the uſe of L bas ap- 

a them to, or "for what- the Author, 
ar Relator ſays he underſtands by them, or for 
what the viſible deſigu of the' wary! or Re- 
_ tator + ins them to fignify':: And if we 
cant find out the 1 of — Words, 
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3 ly 


1 Ta) 
b comparing. ber, with the » of 
2 ang N he e 4 by his pars. 
or Rules, as if the Wards flood for Ideas bs 5 
knew nothing of : ,——The Mind is left without. 
an Object.; Tudeed withrelation to Words fl aud. 
ing either far Ideas which we have not Fatul-- 
ties to perceiue, or for Tdeas that we baue Fa. 
cuities to perceive, without knowing. what - theſe - 
 Jaeas are, aman is capable of theſe actions o 
his mind, of believing that thoſe Words ſtand 
for Ideas, and that the Ideas Hguiſy d. ly them, 
n eve a relation to one another ; but in per- 
z. forming theſe adliiang of the mind, a man goes 
7 not one ſlep beroud his Ideas. This he tells us 
e | viſibly falls in with what be made reguiſte in 
ir | le firſt place, to the Credibility of a relation one 
fery; ſo that in what he fa! —— 
explain his meaning more at large in the n 
reguiſite to the Credibility of things, | whoſe 
evidence upon Human Teſtimogy: 
Which 1 have ſhewn (in the caſe of both 
Human and Divine Teſtimony ) to be, that we | 
undenſtand the meaning ef the Words" whith « 
Propefition confiſts of, which requires aur aſſent 
to the Doctrine it contains: as; the ſecond is, 
that thoſe Words in.their obvious Conſtratl 
irvolue u Contradiftion.. In the end of tue 
Paragraph, from whence. L have ann | 
ne, pon this point, du chat the m n 
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7 17 lates (4 v may con- 
_ clude, that the main ſtrength. of. what: he 
has to ay againſt the Credibiliiy of -Myſte- 
ries; lies in this Paragraph: I ſhall therefore 
ſet this firſt requiſite to the Credibility of the 
thing in its true light; and then — the fal- 
| fity of his repreſentation of the matter 5 or 
If it is in any ſenſe true, that in that ſenſe 
it does not at AM e 0 Credibility of 


+ WY 


Now i in . to 3 as 2 „ to 
the Credibility of the thing contain d in 4 Pro- 
poſition, whoſe, \ Evidence depends upon. Human 

#or. Divine. Teſtimony, in its true light; we 
muſt conſider, that the truth contain d in 
that Propoſition may be what we are re- 


quir d to aſſent to, either as to its eiſtenee, 


and the relation it bat to us; or as to the 


manner of its exiſteure alſo, on: its seal modus. 
When the latter is requit'd, tis plain, that 


we can aſſent to nothing which we do not 
underſtand; and that as clearly as the party 
who communicates it; for otherwiſe we pre- 
tend to underſtand hat we underſtand not; 
fox inſtance, if lam requir d ta aſſent to the 
truth of this Propoſirion, that he ſurſace ef 


- 11 @ Sphere is £qual ta faur times the area of que of 
i great Circles, aud if L-am not only re- 

id to believe that it is ſo, but to ita 
that 
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that I know. bo it comes to be ſo; I cant 


25 
; } 


believe it, unleſs I know how to demon- 


ſtrare it; for the Demonſtration only teaches 
me how it comes to be ſo: And to require 
me to ſay I know how it comes to be fo, 


when I know, not how it comes to be fo, is 


an abſurd and unreaſonable Demand. But 
when the former is requird only, ue may 
aſſent to the exiſtencs or trushiſof a things 
though after what marger it exiſts,' ot how it 
comes to be, true, we kngw not. Thus 4 
practical Geameter mæynaſſent co the truth 
of this Propoſition, chat the zhree Augles of 
a right: lin d Ti riangle are. equal ta tuo rigbt 
Augles, upon the teſtimony of the Mathe- 


maticiaus; and to the relation it has in plain 


and diſtances, Cc. though how. this, Iheorem 
he knows no more, then how to deduce the 


Trigonometry, to the talking of heights, depths, 


moſt abſtruſe party of any one branch of 


the Mathematics from their: firſt Principles. 
And when we are required to aſſent tos 


| truth, with the relatios it has to ur, though 
how it comes. to be. true we know not; or 


when we are requir'd to beleive the exiſtence 
of a thing, with its referente to us, without 
knowing any thing, and conſequently with- 


out being oblig d to believe any thing particu- 


lar concerning the manner of its exiſtence : 


That trath or thing, whole exiſtence we are fe- 
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a 0 what 


ye do not underſtand in the aner 47 its ex- 


| iſtence, becauſe we apply not our ſelves to 
underſtand it, though we haye Faculties a - 
dæquate to it upon due application. Or, 
ſecondly, it „may be what ſome particular 


perſons can't underſtand upon the eateſt 
application, by reaſon of ſome defects in 
their own Faculties, though it is clear to all 


Mankind who labour not under thoſe de- 


ſects. And in either of theſe caſes, Flumay 
Authority, or Teſtimony is a reaſonab ground 
_ of aflent. Or, thirdly, it may be what in 
_ the manner of its exiftexce"is above the com- 
nſion of Mankind in general, till our 
Faculties are alre?'d” and improv'd in a fu- 
ture ſtate; And in this caſe, Divine Teſti- 
mony is the only reaſonable d of our 
aſſent, I have given you an inſtance of the 
Vt caſe already, in the caſe of 3 „ 
Georneter's aſſenting, upon rhe Teſtimony 
the Hur hemat it i aus, any Theorem in Zn, 
He beleives it true upon their Teſfimomy; and 
he may ſind it to be ſo himſelf, if e will 
uſe his beſt Endeavours to underſtand the £ De- 
monſtration. If a Man that fees can in. 
forma Man born blind of the exifence of Ligbr 
and Colours, and of the relation they have 
to thoſe that ſee; and the blind Man may rea · 
ſonably aſſent upon that information; ; It will 
be an IRA of the ſecond.” Aud if God Al. 
— 


"them. upon. that W It will be * 8 0 


he is able to Blictri, 38 his Face is Cav. Pag 9. 


with the Briftence of Light and Colours, and 


NK 


mighty may PAS us of the PRE and 
reference had to us, of the Myſteries of Cbri- 
ftianity, and we may reaſonably aſſent to 


logo of the third. . ; 

Now 1 will grant 5 our Author, t 
if a Man poſſeſs d of the Senſe of Greig: | 
tells a Man Tea Blind, that, by the uſe of 9 
his, Eyes, he is able to., ſee that his Face is * 
white or. red; he had as good tell him, that. 


ſheda or | Coſhedanaim ; or any other hard - 
Names; from whence he. has no better No- 
tions of the Colour of his Face, than his 


Brother Blind. man had of 15 let, who com-. 
par d. it to the Sund of a Trumpet. A Man Al 
that goes this way to work —.— a blind Man, "M 
had as good hold his 1772 becauſe im this 1 
method of proceeding, he ſuppoſes, the Man .* 
to ſee, though he is ſtark bli , and to have $ 
Ideas or nſations, . which he will. never #1 
have till his Eyes are open d. But is there 


no other way of acquainting the blind Mag 


and the relation they have to (org 1 fee? 
This muſt be try d. And tis pain. 
that as they have no. Ideas in e from KM 
which he can give the blind Man ſuch a Sen- = 
ation as he has himſelf of theſe Qualities, 
1 he will give nw ths Notions. at all of 


their 


N 
their Exiſtence,” and the Relation e um; 
to thoſe that ſee, he muſt make uſe of ſuch 
Words and Ideas for this purpoſe, as they 
have in common; and which bear the near- 
eſt Analogy or Similitade', „to thoſe Opera- 


tions by. which the Senſations of Light and 


Colours are occaſion'd in himſelf, or to the 
effects which are the reſult of his being 
poſſels d of the Senſe of ſecing: He may 
tell him then, that what occaſions in him- 
ſelf theſe Senfations is a vaſt quantity of 
ſtreams of minute Bodies, proceeding from 
a Maſs of matter of the fame kind, at a vaſt 
diſtance,” call'd the Sun; that theſe ſtreams 
of minute Bodies conſiſt of 2 Collection e of 
infinite Rays; which he may analogize 
Fairs or Threads, 6 acquiihnins him withal, 
that they are vaſtly finer than What he re. 
preſents em by; that theſe 478 being re- 
fieted from the Surfaces'of Bodies, fall up- 
o his, Eyes, and- inable him (as it were 
feel them, tlidugh at femote di- 
Nai FM with their Somparative Magni 
tudes; Figures, Situation, Oc. and to di- 
' Ningu iſh them one from another, by theſe 
| 2 and the diff&ent appearances of their 
Surfaces: The former he may illuſtrate by 
the Hind Nass percciving Bodies at ſome 
diſtance from himſelf, by the help of his 
Stick; and I know no — way, by which 
he can anzlogize Colours, than by tlie diffe- 
* e rent 


r 
r 
v 
t 


. : 
rent Operations of Solids and Fluids, the 
rough or | ſmooth Surfaces of Bodies by 
which he diſtinguiſhes them one from ano- 
ther, either immediately, or by the medias 
tion oſ his Stick. And does the blind Man 
know no more by this analogical Deſcription «+ 

of the Exiſtence of Light and Colours, and 

6 the relation they have to thoſe that ſee, than _ 
if he were told that his Face is white | or | 

red? And can he infer no more from his 9 

Diſcourſe than in that caſe, tbar from the pig. 10. 

Integrity of the: Perfon be converſes with, he 

believes ſomething it fgnifyd iy that Word, 

and that that - meaning bas à4 relation to hi 

Face? Tis true, the blind Man has from 

all this, no Notion at all what Light and 

Colours are, in the: Senſations of the Man 

that ſees: But he is hence clearly ſatisfy d 

of the Exiftence of ſome things, which inable 4 

the Man that converſes with him, to din 

ſtinguiſn Bodies with their magnitude F- 1 

gure, Situation, &c. and the different ap» = 

pearances of their Surfaces, Sri at wvaſtly 

greater diſtances, S than hel tan with his 

Hands or Stick: And the Exiſteste, and Re- 

lation, which theſe things have to thoſe 

that ſee, he infers reaſonably from the Ih» 

tegtity of the Perſon he converſes' with. To 

£0- to tell him directiy, that by the uſe of 

your Eyes, you'ſee that his Face is bite or 

red (as our Author puts the Caſe) is im- 


* 
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pertinence and W if you defen to 
convince him of the Exiftence of 15 and 
Colours, and of the Relation they have to 
thoſe that ſee: But then if you take the Me- 
thod 1 have now laid down, or any other 
, analogical: way, in which no Words or Ideas 
are made uſe of, but what are common to 
him and your elf, you will attain your end; 
and upon your unqueſtion d Integrity, be 
will be convine'd, that there are ſueh thing 
. rxi/ient us Light and Colours, which. though 
he has no Notion of, as they are in your 
Saenſations, yet he finds that they. have ſuch 
and ſuch Relations to you, and inable you 
to do ſuch and ſuch things qut of his Power 
for want of the uſe of his Eyes. From 
things of which, he has Ideas, as your In- 
1ty;, and the analegical Semblances you 
make * of, he inſers the Exiſtenee, Rela- 
tions, .. f things of which he has no 
Ideas. And thus have you an Inſtance of 
the "ſecond Cafe laid down. in the precedent 
Section: Where a thing you ſee evidently 
may reaſonably be aſſented to, as to its "Dx. 
ante, and the Relation it bas to u, by a 
Perſon, who (by reaſen of ſome defects in 
_ this or that rene or Faculty) can 
never be brought to -apprehend - what it 
4s , or the aner of its Exiſtence: And 
this upon no N e than. H. 
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4 
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Le) from what IT have alrea 


And for: an I in Lite third Cafe, Tf 


yon conceive that all the World were blind, 
and God Almighty Making uſe of the Aua> 
legiet now laid down to acquaint us wich 
the Exiſtence of Light and Colours, and 


with the relation y. «would have to vs, 
if we could ſee: You can't, deny but that 


ue might reaſonably. aſſent as für upon his 
Teſtimony, as the blind Man does upon his 


Neightonrs, that is, to the Exiſtence, Rela- 


tions, &c. of ſomethings, whoſe manner of Ex- 


iſtence we have no Notion of: Whereas this 
is all that we are requir'd to do in the caſe 
of the Myſteries of Chriſtiavit by as you muſt 

y faid upon this 
SubjeQt ; 209 the reaſonableneſs of our aſ- 
ſenting in theſe caſes, is not only evident 


from what 1 have ſald now; but from what 
I have demonſtrated i in its proper ad un- 


y third general | bead. > 


DIR has our Adihae”" 05 the Cas 
about the fr Requiſite, to the Credibility of 
the thing, as fairly as he ht to have done? 
If you compare What he has ſaid, with my 


ſtate of the Caſe, you muſt confels that, in 


the Paragraph which I laſt. cited, be "has 


done no fich thing. fle does not diſt in- 


guiſhP 


ofitions which containTruths which 


we are requir'd to aſſent to, upon Teſtimo- 


ny as to their Exiftence, and Relations, &c. 
from 
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| from ſuch as we are; requit d fully. to under- 
ſtand in all reſpects, or to aſſent to, as to 


* 


their Exiſtence, Relations, and Real, pd: 
Þ But requires in general the ſame Requilites, 
do che Credibility of the thing, in the. for- 
from what I have now. offer d, is upreaſon- 
able and wnjuſt., in the former, Caſe, (lor 
inſtance) he requires that We have perfectly 
_ the ſame Ideas. of 1050 Words made uſe of 
in a Propoſition, which is deſign'd upon Te- 
ſtimony, to: deliver, 4 T ruth, as to its E.. 
Hence and Relations, as the Party, has hoo 
communicates this Propoſition, and requires 
our aſſent to it in theſe Reſpects: Whereas 
you ſee this is not neceſſary ; bur. that either 
od or Man may uſe. thele Words, to ex. 


* * 


preſs things by Anglegh, which a cou'd 


A Ly . Fa 


ve no information. of directly without 
24 , ef $3% io #28, bow 7 1 #23 Lim 45 4 ir, 3 FP. 
an alteration” of our Faculties; and in this 
caſe, tis not requiſite to know what Analogy 
thoſe words bear to what the Author makes 
ule of them to ava/ogize, of to have the ame 
Ideas of them in all reſpects, as the Author 
re . | 

has himlelf; for then, we, muſt, koqm the | - 
Real modus of the Troth which the Au- 
„ 9 


thor would communicate only as to its Exi- 


* 


Pence and Relations: But tis ſufficient. tha 
we know what Ideas appertain to theſe Words 
in their obvious meaning, and that in this 


meaning they do but analogically teach us 


the 


Lk 


dhe Erilten e 
cant be brought 'acqu 


upon, and conſequently leaves the real Con- 


perceive ; but in this meaning they do but 


ties to petceive, as to the real mamer of 


à blind Mun being told that his Pile s white, pag., 10. 


ht 2275 HY ibat Wh 


Ne. Aa a blind 


, oa ef icing! bee we 


quainted Ang in our. 
preſent Cireuiſtances, as to the manner ' of 
its Exiſtence. This is evident from what I 
have but now proved. And this he flips 

over in the Paragraph he lays ſo much als 


rroverſy about My/eries, abſolutely in the 
lurch. The Words made uſe of upon theſe 
Occaſions, are ſuch as we have Ideas of in 
common with the Party we have to do with, 

and therein are (ach, whoſe meaning we do 


e and by Arals acquaint us with 
the Exiſtence, &. of os we want Facul- 


its Exiſtence,” And as to what he ſays about - H 


or red, by "which 7 he underſtands no more, than 
2 he as told his Face was Couſbeda; unleſs 
be this, that from the Integrity of the 2 
ſon be converſes with, Ky - believes ſomet hing 
an that that . 
relation to bs — In performing which 
ws of the Mind, a' Man goes. not one 
be yund bis Idas. His Reader muſt be 
ery Weakk, if he is imposd upon by. this, 
as the real caſe of Myſterzes.' I have ſhewn 
the ridieulouſneſs of it already, and how 
wide it is ſrom being a juſt Parallel inthe 
[> man a Let him prove, if he can, that 


n faſfcicar Bat 


Ideas to infer what he has 
he will do ſomething. 


E 


—.— icable or unreaſonable, 
againſt. Myſteries as long as he 


* of all it 


ering, 
ks "al ks 3 
= 
* 


Von may lee now upon what 1 


it is that our Author the Evidence 
we have for the Truth of each Propoſition 
in Scripture to be no other than 22 
Blimony ! Even becauſe bumas Teſtimony is not 


nable Aſſent to the 


Myſteries of Chriſtianity 


ſlrictly ſo call'd. For if all Mankind bad 


been born blind one Nan could not have 


reveal d the Exiſtence of Light and Clears, 


&c. to another in. the fame Circumſtances, 


55 rade any Semblances whatever unless they 


| mmunicated. to him under . thoſe 
8 that ſaw. ;' or by. the 
Supreme Being who is ad. ſecing. No more 
cou d any Man reveal the 44 Myſteries of. God 
ugleſs they were ſirſt reveal d to him by 
God : and conſeq pity, the 1 of em 


> 5 4 


„ 


9 1 gout the relation. {+ Ha rey to neg 
J and therein take ſuch a ſtep. be- 
bs Las, as from Things. of which 
no Ideas 
This is the 
8 And till he proves this 
, he may. 2 


: 2208 ms wy =o H > 0 


= uf peo to no purpoſe in the 


whereon to build 2 Aa — 4 


2 2 „„ Tc ee. © 


„„ 


feries from that Poſition aſſum d 15 
And now (Sir) baum lewis this wh 
to the Credibility e of 


Ce 


ir Author dees not apply his 


Aſſucoption directly to this purpole, becauſe 
proving the 


it muſt have put him upon dif 
Di bine Authority of the res 1h but he 
lays down their mere Human Au | 


a Poſtulatum, and leaves his Reader ps 
1 . 


fer the Unreaſonableneſs of Aſſenting 


our Author calls his firſt Two Requiſnty 
Things is not in all re- 
Juſtiſiable io the Caſe of Myſteries; 


bee her n is only then requir d when we are 
not only to know that a Thing exiſts, but to 


be acquainted with the manner of its Exi- 
fente: and conſequently having made it ap- 
pear that what he lays fo — - 
in the Caſe of MyRteries i is nothing to the 
purpoſes I muſt 
fite, only with this Remark that the Subject 


grant that 
we cant believe Contradictions, and he 
knows it very well. But from His | 
the Air fo very ſolemnly for Three Leaves 
together he may hope to perſuade ſome body 


to diſcard all Myſteries upon you falſe 1 
ſuaſion wirhout Examination 
He 


d by no leſs than Diviie"Te." 


paſs. over his Third Regui- pag. tr; 

21% 
Matter of it might have been ſpar d had it . 
not been for ſomè ill Deſign: We 


that we hold the contrary; and bring em 


0 


d 


r 16. thus ir appears that theſe —— are: ne- 
ceſſary-to mate a matter o/ Fact credible upon 
any Teſtimony . whatever tho he has pre- 
tended” to prove it only upon Human Te- 
ftimony; and is far from having prob d that 
too, in the Caſe of Myſteries, in what he 
makes thę two former Requiſites to the Cre- 
 dibility of the Tbing. In this 5th Section, if 
what has been faid will not prove our Inca- 
Pacity of aſſenting with Reaſon to the * 
fteries of Chriſtianity, he is for finding 
ſuch 'a Senſe of em as is agreeable to * 416 
coueries of our Reaſon, if the Words under 


view they may ſeem repugnant to Reaſon and one 
Each 4 avother. And he produces ſeveral Paſſages out 
19% of Scripture to ati this Conduct, wherein 
GSodalmighty expreſſes himſelf &, D mala, 
and ſpeaks of his own, Operations, Se. by 
+ r to the Actions and Paſſions of Man- 
kind, which literally underſtood muſt be 


fllſe, and therefore muſt be taken in ſuch a 


Conſtruction as will render em agreeable: to 


the diſcoveries of our Reaſon, and conſiſtent 


with other Paſſages in Holy Scripture. Now 
. the modes of "Operation of God Almighty are 
as much Myſteries to us as the — of Ex- 
ftence of the Trine Diſtinction in the Divine 
Eſſence, or any other of che Myſteries of 


Chriſtianity ſtrictly ſo caifd ; and hence it 


Sg g. nenen. 


any kind of Conſtrution will bear it, tbe at firſt 


* * * 


80 


is that? thi former are repreſented 1 to ues. 


der and Semblances as well as the later: 
And as our natural Reaſon tells us, as well 
25 the Scriptures, that G04 is a Spirit; hence 
it is that we are oblig'd to accommodato 
fuch Expreſſions as he inſtances in to ſuch 
Notions of God as both Soripture and Rea- 
ſon inform us of; hence it is that weefind 
thoſe Expreſſions to be only analogically re- 
preſentative of what we can't at prefent be 
brought acquainted: with as to its real modes : 
And hence it- is alſo that we look upon the 
Expreſſions of Father and Son, only begotten 

of the Father, &c. as analogically repreſenta · 
tive of ſuch a Diſtinction in the Divinity, as 
cannot be in him in any ſuch way as thoſe 
Expreſſions literally underflood imply; nor 
in any way inconſiſtent with the Unity of 
the Deity : Thus far we may and muſt uſe our 
Reaſon in adjuſting the Myſteries of our Faith; 
Thus far we muſt make ſe of common Senſe | 
whereby to adjuſt the ſeveral popular Expreſs ?-! * 
font in Scripture to the Maxims ef Reaſon | 
and Philoſophy +: And this becauſe we can't 
olive Gormeaditticns to be true, which ſe- 
veral” paſſages in Scripture literally taken 
would put us upon. But it is one thing ſo 


Ito adjuſt matters that we believe not Con- 


traditions; and another never to leave ad- 
juſting them till we have made them agrees 
les to the diſcoveries M our TY or - .. 


We 


—_— 
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ter, as is evident from what I have ſaid in 

Defence of the Credibility of Myſteries, ( as 

Ve muſt never depart from the obvious In- 

ter pretation of Scripture e 7585 Maſon) 
is unreaſonable and abſurd. 48; 


7.2 20, 21. 


ve have left corhing to be beetle uber 
we can comprehend. . The foriner Practice 
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is warrantable and neeeſbry:; but the lat. 


4 
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10 hs: Sixth” Section, if # ri 0 12 
bus hit herto ſaid will do the buſinck} he is 
r rejecting the paſſages which contain the 
Myſteries of Chriſtianity ; ; as he eonceives they 
can t be ſuppos d to come from God, but rather 
muſt be preſum d to have been. added to ibe 
Text, out 75 ſome: particular Views: and De- 
 figns, &c. But (as in this and the laſt Se- 
ction he proceeds upon Myſteries and Contra- 
ditt ions as ſynonimous Terms, which he knows 
ve deny) as long as the Nature of God and 
the next World are Myſteries to us, though 
ve mean nothing leſs by the Word than he 
does in his contradictory Dreſs, and as long 
as it concerns us to know their: Exiſtence 
and the Relation they have to us, and God 
Almighty may reveal them to us, and we 
may rationally aſſent to them, as 1 have al. 
ready | prov'd ; he. will find it difficult to 
prove it reaſonable rather to alleger ice the 
whole Covenant of Grace as propos d in the 
gk T eſtament * to aſſent to it in its 
| ob- 


„ T T o ava. wad an am =- 


as ate. os i. i.e... Ge ca Ae. 


. + AE 


A Wo we ©. 


Chriſtian Covenant have u 


6) 
abvibus Seole, when no Reaſon can be gi- 
ven for ſuch. treatment; And as for his ex- 
punging work, if the rejection of Myſteries 
occaſion it, he had as good expunge the 
whole New Teſtament as this or that paſ- 
ſage or part; for we have the beſt Human 
Authority. ſor ſuch paſſages coming from 
God as deliver the Myſteries of our Religion 


as well as for the reſt. And whoever is for 


expunging any paſſages without Reaſon, __ 
by a Parity of Reaſon reje& the whole, As 
for his particular Views and Deſigns they iow 
as malicious as they are precariobs. And 
when he attempts to prove that all the paſ- 
ſages which contain the very Nature of the 
- theſe 3 
and Deſigns been added to the Text, 

ſhall try whether what * Ur cart te 


Te) ute 


" : 


a laid "Fay Tis he, the aft of Ret Sect. 7. 
fon; in things whoſe Evidence depends upon Hu- Pas. 


man ' Teſtimony, I ſhall confider- the principal 
0bjeftions that may be. 1 rged againſt what I 


have deliverd; and I cant do that more ef- 


feckually tban by examining the \ ſeveral Senſes 


| put on the famous Diſtinition' of thi ings above, 
and things contrary to Reaſon :- For ti chief- 


ly by Virtue of that Diſtinition that the Di- 
vines militate in behalf of Myſteries' and Con- 


SON againſt m_ ** Jo: they cay only 


believe 


. (% 
, believe that which they can underſtand. That 
| PE gh A re ſhewn (if what has pacsd 18 
e to the purpoſe ) that we cant 
ent to the Doctrin contain d in any Pro- 


TY —— as to its Exiſtence, and the Relation : 
it has to us, upon the Teſtimony: of either 
„ God or Man, unleſs we underſtand or 


comprehend it in its real modus; I come 
«to ſhew the unreaſonableneſs of the Divines 
in aſſerting the contrary Doctrin. But as 
the precedent part of this undertaking is 
— 5 you clearly. ſee he has not accom- 


pliſhd, at all, nor aid any thing to the 


mg ole about; ſo the latter part is what he 
attack in'another Book if he will ſpeak 
to cord purpoſe ; for upon a compariſon of 


What } have already offer d with what fol- 


lows in his piece you may eaſily ſee, that 
he has ſaid nothing to the purpoſe in 
this. Before he proceeds to this latter part 


| 0-23, 24. of bis Undertaking he tells us e wi 54%, 


lay daun the Diſtinqtion of Propoſitions one 
am avol her as they are the Objedts. of our aſe 
ſent or diſſent. And here he * that Pre: 


At ions however offer d to us confiſting of Terms 


1 
which ſtand. for Ideas and their Relations, we 


affent when, the _ Relations between the 43 
joyn d are agreeable to Reaſon, and diſſent when 
es are cout nary to Reaſon. Bnt if he ſay 
this a thouſand times over without any proof 
it will do no mor _ to the Cauſe he 


An | = mili- 


\ 
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Ideas of the 0 
we may aſſent to ſeveral, Truths where we in- 
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wilitates. in behalf of than perfect ſilence. 
It will {till be true, for. any thing he ſhews 
to the contrary, that ue have Knowledge 


proper 'y ſo call'd .1n, ſeveral caſes, without 


fer what we want Ideas of from what we have 


Ideas of. And whereas he ſays that in. a 


Caſes the Aſent ſhould: follow the Perception of 


* 


epug nancy of Ideas; and thence infers 


that al Propoſitions confider'd as Objects of Aſs 
ſent or Diſſent are adequately divided into Pro- 
poſit ions agreeable or, contrary to Reaſon Let 


this be gra ated; but then of Propoſitions 4+ 


greable rg reafon which are the Objects of our 


Aſſent, ſome may be ſuch. as we compre- 
hend in all reſpects, as to their Exiftence (for 
hae and real modus; as this, thæt fi- 
milar Solids, are in 4. triphicate Ratio to their 
Homologous, Sides; and ſome may be. ſuch 
as ve Comprehend as 10 their Exiſtence, 
and the Relation they: ha ve to us, but which 


1 


are incomprehenſible, in our preſent ſtate as 


to the manner of. their Exiſtence ;. as this, 


_ 


that God s; or this, that great. the Myſtery 


of Godlineſs, God was. manife(t in the H; 


* 
W 


„ 


The former of theſe two laſt Propoſitions] + © © 


hope this Gentleman won t deny to be a Fro- 


poſition which agreeably to Reaſon. we muſt 


aſſent to, though what. that God is in his 
wn | I E 3 - - intrinſic 


— 


1. Na of Ideas, as the Diſſent ſbould V. 2 2. 
the Repug | | 


1 


8 


WIL.» 


iutrinſie Nature whoſe Exiſtence it aſſerts, I 
can ſcarce believe he will undertake to de- 
termine: Whence it follows that the Diſtin- 
Rioh' I have given of two forts of Propoſi- 
tions which are agreable' to Reaſon, and juſtly 
the Objects of our Aſſent holds good. And 
in the latter of theſe Senſes all the Propoſi- 
tions which contain the Myſteries of Chriſti- 

_ antty are agreeable to Reaſon, and juſtly the 
Objects of our Aſſent; as I. have already 
prov'd,” and I think in ſuch a way as nothing 
in his elaharate Performance can invalidate, 
If he will quibble here, and fay that by Pro- 
poſit ions agreeable to Reaſon, he means ſuch 
the real modus of whoſe Truth we adeguately 
comprehend; his inſtance of Chriſts Reſur- 
rection deſtroys this Evaſion, unleſs he can 
ſhew us the real modus how this great Work 
was effected: Beſides that Propoſitions are 
not only the Objects of our Aſſent as agreealle 
to Reaſon in this Senſe of the Phraſe, but it is 
oſten agreeable to Reaſon to aſſent to their 
Exiſtence, though we know nothing at all 
of the manner how they exiſt, as 1 think T have 


* 4 4 * 


* 


From p. As to his Quarrel in the nineteen follow- 
25. to 43. ing Pages, with the common Diſtinction of 
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Things above, and "Things contrary to Reaſon, 
I am not concern d wirh it; and therefore ſhall 
not give my ſelf the trouble to take it into 
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Examination. His Deſign ata to inſir. 

nuate that no. Propoſitions in any reſpect 

above reaſon can upon whatever Teſtimony, 

in any other reſpect, however agreable to re. 

ſon, be the Objects of our Aſſent. I fy this + 
is his Deſiga if it is tothe purpoſe in the Con- 0 
troverſy before us. Whereas I have directs. 

- ly demonſtrated the contrary ; and that of. 

- | Propoſitions: agrecable to reaſon, and which: 

e || are juſtly” the Objects of our AlſEnt; ſome 

may be ſuch as we comprehend in all re- 

2 ſpects: as to their Exiſtence , Relations, and 

„Kea modus; and ſome may be ſuch as We 

- | comprehend-as: to their Exiſtence, and ſome 

h particular Re/ations, but Which as to their - 

real modus we comprehend not at all. Ler 

-- | him diſprove this if he can: And then he 

n will do his 3 deter, 2 doe | 

k ble pieceof Service, 


le When he ſays that whatever exiſt which F. 29. 
is | fads not within the compaſs. of our Ideas is no- 
ir | thing to us, nor can e tall or think about it 5 
II and that whenever the manner or EB h Heal Cauſe 
„e of a thing.is unknown we can frame 10 Propo- 
fitions, about it; nothing remains as an Object 
for | us upon: which 40. excert, our Aſſent o: | 
v- | Diſſent > And when he ſays, that though. be. p p. 4 
of | youd diſpute, a great many things exiſt of bin 
m, | we have no Idea; yet. Ideas and Aft of the 
all | Mind being relative, there can be no Aft of 
to the igd where there is no. Idea, or no. Oh- 
;X- AY 'E . tet: 


ee 


jef e Tis evidently his L Deſign to impoſe 


upon us this Sophiſin, that Jnaſmuch as — 


+ p. 37. 


7. Ga- 


el's 
Conſide- 
rations 
ont 


Trinity&c. 


are — ſole Foundation of our Knowledge and 


Aſſent; therefore we can know, or aſſent to no- 


thing ( in any reſpe{ ) which we have no Idea 


Or elſe what he ſays makes nothing 
at all againſt the Credibility of the Myſteries 
of the Chriſtian Faith. Whereas this Infe- 
rence is falſe: And we can from things of 


which we have Ideas infer the Exi ence, Qc. 


of things of which we have no Ideas as I 


have already prov'd. *Tis in this way that 
we come by the demonſtration of ſeveral 


Truths diſcoverable by Natural Reaſon; and 
thus we are reqQuird to argue in Divine 
Matters whoſe real modus is out of our reach. 


And till he ſhews that this is an irrational 
Method of proceeding in the Controverſy 


of Myſteries he does lrtle better ue beat 


the Air. 2 +]; he 
10 his Mace upon Dr. Oase, t 


the Doctor has ſince anſwer d, without any 


the Bockor 0 * — for ſaying that Identity 


wu nothing elſe zus 4 Repetition of Unity, as 


Number is of Difference. — have nothing 
to do to examine the Doctor's Definition 
of either. But is his own: Definition of 
Identity j uſt ? He ſays it confits in this, 


7.31, 38-that the Teas it is attributed to, or for which 
the Term * r not at al from what they 


were 


Reply that I have met with; he queſtions 
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N 


were that moment wherein we conſider their fors 


mer. Exiſtence, aud to which we compare ' the 


eſent. 
4 or to ſhew what he means by the Term J. 


This is indeed to conſtrue a Word, 


— and that's all. And perhaps this . C!«t's 


may be enough for him; for there are ſome Tong 


who write time after time in Defence of ſuch an — 


Hypotheſes as allow even Perſonal Identity mag 
in the Idea, and as a Name; but as to any 
thing of reality in it. malce it a mere ens ra- 
N. 8 Chimerical Fiction. Mn 


om Divine in their Defenſes of liv; rea- 
ſonableneſs of our aſſenting to the Myſteries a 
of Chriſtianity , „take occaſion (from their 
being urg d with the difficulties which ſeem 
to attend the admiſſion” of theſe Doctrins as 
Truths) to ſhew that there are a great mas 
ny Truths in Nature, and demonſtrable boy 
unaffiſted Human Reaſon, which yet are at» 
tended” with ſeveral 3 very. difficult 
and ſtrange Conſequences; but are not 
therefore rejected as Falſhoods, in oppoſition 
s to Demonſtration, © upon theſe accounts. In 
y the Method I have taken IJ am not oblig'd 
s | to enter into this Diſpute : For as 1 . 
ſnewn that t 5 account we have of the 
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Myſtery: at Alk; tis plain that as we know 
nothing at all of the real Nature of that 
Diſtinction in the Godhead which is anale 


gicaly deliver'd in the Terms Father, Son, 


and Haly Gboſt, and which we cell (avalcr 
gicalh alſo) a Diſtiuction of Perſons. or Per- 
lioualities; I fay, as we have not hence the 
leaſt partial Conceptions what this Di/iv- 
* . Fes dion really is, we can't align any real 
ſtrange Conſequences attending a Suppoſi- 
tion of its Exiſtence, wit hout making em 

ſtrange Conſequences of we know not what, 


ve know not w hy. And the ſame May 


be ſaid for the other Chriſtian Myſteries 
.edeliverd-1i0 the New Teſlament. However 


with thoſe; Gentlemen who ſnew t 
arc: ſcyeral demonſtrated! Truths which are 
attended with ſeveral ſeemingly very puz- 
ling Conſequences : He calls Dr. Edwards's 
wanſwerable Objeitions, Paradexes, and A. 


I cant but remark ag ey ems. deals 
lat there 


7 


coxceive, CON TRAHRICTTONs; tho' from 
what: he eites out of the - Dr's Book he 


fiurdities which confound. the imagination to 


cant Juſily inferr that any ſuch thing is 


meant: Indeed the Word - 44/ardity made 
but had it not been there, ana rable Objecli. 
ons and Paradoxes might poſſibly have been 
converted into Cont raditjons {till © Our Au- 
thar knows a Gentleman who has "pads 
r | 5 88 


1 


/ 


* 


e 
ſuch '2 Converſion of Mr. Clark's Expreſſi. E A 
ons, tho he ſpeaks as Juſtly and accurate- fence, G,. 
ly upon the abſtruſeſt Subjeds as any Per- Fas. 30, 
ſon 1 ever met with: and J don't queſtion > © 

bur be has read his Obſervations on ſuch 

Coaduct in the Book now cited. © 
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I deny (fays o 
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our Author) bet, If vas 43, 
examine carefully, an Contradiction, or Af. s. | 
furdity follows from 'a . demonſtrated Propoſt« *Þ 
VVV 
pacity enough to perceive the truth of a Pro- 
Poſition we have capacity enough to percerve 
that there i 10  repugnancys between that 
aud another Propofition. And T deny this 
too: And every one elſe muſt do ſo who 
conſiders that to de otberwiſe comes pt 
laſt to the warranting of tlie truth of this 
FI EST CONTRADICTION, that 4 hig 
may be and not Je at the ſame time, aud in 
the fame reſpeft. And I think I cond plain- | 
VC 
and” Phyjcal ſtances might Be fe, tid 
men but conſider ſufficiently the Ideu of their 1 
minds, far 8 of them, qpl I i uth _£onfilts, and 
think preciſely on em. * hat he means here 
by rrath touting only of the Tdeas i or minde, 
is N 6 to me as ſorne Defini- 
tions of Identity and Number are to him; 
unleſs he would have truth to be as chi- 
, lets 7 p49 r WE 
merical a thing as his own Definition ſeems 
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to make /dentity. But tis as clear as the 


ght that where we have but partial Con- 
ceptions of things we may demonſtrate ſe- 
veral Truths within the reach of what Con. 
ceptions we have; and it may proceed 


from our not having thoſe things in a 
full View, or total Conceptions of em, that 


ve may be perplex d with ſeemingly ſtrange 
Conſequences, and Difficulties that cant 


perfectly: be clear d. He ons himſelf that 


nite, it holds thence a Fortiori againſt infi- 


relating to both Finites and frites of 
which we have but inadæguate Ideas; every 


Philoſopher and Mathematician is fo. well 


acquainted with this that tis needleſs to 
produce Inſtances ; and. ſeveral of thoſe de- 
monſtrated Truths ſeem to be attended with 


{range Conſequences, becauſe we have bur 


” * 1 ” 


partial Conceptions, or.. inadequate Ideas, of 
the Objects they telate to 
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Conlequences that ab ſurd State, which. the 
Clergy would put us into, and that ſceptical 
one which is the direct Conſequence of their 
ions. And it is indeed an abſurd State, 
a ſceptical one too, whoever, puts us 


we have very few adequate Ideas of things ; 
he ſeems there to mean of. things about us, 
and of a finite Nature; and if not of fi- 


into 


4 


into ijk, 1. his contradictory Ai but o- 
therwiſe, as all the Clergy. that 1 have 
met with expreſs it, a State of Imperſe- 
dien; and" ſuch an one too as God m 
mighty rhought fir to create us inn. 


But he will undertake to ſolve all cheſers . 
difficult Conſeguences if we will but 
in intelligible Definitions of the wordt; 
that is, If we will but make his ined. 
„ | guare Conceptions adaqnate Cenceptions. | 
cant pretend to do it; for vil dat — 
un habet: What Definitions we can give _ 
him of the Words muſt be conſonant to 
a what Ideas we have of the things they ſtand 
f for; but 8 moſt of the Caſes. where theſe 
difficult Confequences are met with we have 
1 1⁰ Lniiiediate proper Ideas at all as in the 
Caſe of the Attributes of God, Sc. but 
from things rof Which we have Ideas 
pick up by Inference fome partial Notions 
of what we have no immediate adequate 
f Ideas of; and to the beſt Conceptions we 
can form in theſe: Caſes we align Names; 
which if we defiue it muſt be according 
e Io our partial Conceptions, and not to 
= what we have no Ideas of the real Na- 
4 Nrures of the things themſelves. Or if he 
means by Inteligible Definitions ſuch as we 
can frame from our partial Conceptions 3 
to > pretend to account fully for what he 
to muſt 
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44 +; What cauſes the Difficulty. (ſays he) is, that 
. the, Term lufinite is ſuppos d to ſtand for ſome 
ſomething, incomprebenfible , whereas Infinity 
'Þ to have. a determin d Idea 0 H A4 % it when 
us d in 4 Propoſition; and not to ſtand for f 
any thing exiſting, . anyfarther then it has a 
Conformity. to our Idea; and conſequently the þ 
Term Infinity ſbould ſtand for an Idea which well © 
can as. well comprehend as the Number Three, 
or the Colour Red. The contraty ſeems to me 
to amount to this great Abſurdity, that when we 
uſe the Term Infinity we have 4 Meaning or 
Idea to it, and have not a Meaning to it: 
this well attended to would clear thoſe In. 
fances from the charge of Alſurdity. From 
the Charge of inexplicable Difficulties he 
means. Whereas what cauſes theſe Difficul. 
ties (about /»finites. for Inſtance) is not the 
Terms ſtanding for ſomething incompre-J 
henſible, but the lncomprehenſibility of the 
things themſelves. And if the Term Iffvit 
is us d to fignify a determin d Idea, that can'} © 
- be. an Idea of Infinity as it is in it fell 


bury * 
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A ( 79 ) 3 2 

„bat tuch an des "as we ein cgmpound 

from our partial Conceptions of it : 6- 
otherwiſe | our Hinite Faculties may ad. 


s qvately comprehend' what is Zofuite, which 
will make - Finite and Tufinire" too nearly 
related. And if we attend never ſo much 

my to what determin d Idea we can fix the 

ne | Word Hyfnitn to, which we form from 
what partial Conceprions we huve of it. 

4 it will hardly inable us throughly to e! — 

J Pala what de don's fully comprehend 
'or at beſt we can make the Word ſtand 


. ſtand e b which 
ce | complete an Idea © 
* 3 


— 


e nah not to 8 Meaniag to it ; 
It vaniſhes if we make the Word fignify the 
beſt Conceptions we can frame of what it 


ſtands for, though the Thing it ſelf be 


. 1 in * own * 
ove; , AEST | | 


a edt he has i& t 1 "yp ry N W 


y bg 45, concile God Almighry s Preſcience with the 
| 2 7 Liberty of Man, and to account for all the 
3 ſtrange Conſequences, which ſeem to follow 

from that great Truth. And that in ſuch 


wort work on't. If this is not in effect 
Fag. 37, taking a 
Se. ad f. couple of Norbings, il be difficult 9575 1 


nem. en "wage: 


For a Second 1 of oh New Ta- 
Pap. 51. F he attempts to make all the ſeemingly 
| ge Conſequences which appear to fol 
w from the beſt Notions we can Ae 

ot: Eternity. to fly before him: Theſe Dif- 
ficulties bg hs avi he calls em) charg d 

on the Attribute 

on the Conſequences of our Idea of it. That 

, What Difficulties attend our beſt No- 

tions of Eternity are not owing to the thing 


it ſelf, but to our inadzquate Conceptions 


1 it; which is true: Or elſe he may 
mean 


a way as not only deſtroys Man's Liberty, 
but diſcards God of his Being; to make 


a great deal of Pains to reconcile a 


0 2 PRO ATOSE AS 8 . 


of Eternity, are (ſays he) 


<< 61 TY 

mean 1 * are the Conſequences of out 
not making the Word Erernity to ſtand: for 
a determinate Idea; and therefore he con- 
ſtrues the Word in his Senſe of it; and tells 
us that by Eternity he underſtands, An 
as of Duration, to which it is repugnant to 
or End. Now the difficult 
Con ſequences which attend the beſt Notions | 
we can frame of Eternity don't ariſe from 
our not making the Word ſtand for a de- 
terminate Idea, but from our inadæquate 
Conceptions of the, Thing; which inade- 
quate- Conceptions (if he will) we form 
into an imperfect Idea, and give that Idea a 
Name. Henee the Divines deduce — . 
of theſe Difficulties and when he will d i 
take. t9þ ie Hat his Definition gives us in 
adzquate Idea of the Thing, if -1 can't ſhew 
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him that he is miſtaken, I will grant rea- 
dily that he may upon good Grounds an- 
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N As N 3 e a | Vindication of the 8 
Expoſition of the | Moſaic Hiſtory of the 
Jreation of the World, and of the Fall a law, 

Inn 2 Vol. 820. By Jobn Mit. wy 
© | Aa Eſlay on Iaſpiration, in 2 parts, 5 1 
I Expoſitory Notes with Practical Qbſervations 
Jon tke he dew Teſtament of our Lord and Saviour 
Jeſus Chriſt, By William. Burkitt, late Vicar of 
jo Dedham in Efex,: The Third Edition, Folio. 

1 A Vindication of the Rights and Privileges of 
KY the Chriſtian Church. In Which are defended the 
Divine Charter of its Incorporation; The Di- 

Inne Inſtitution of its Miniſtry; Its Authority in 
+> YOrdination, Diſcipline and Cenſures; And the 
>» Conſiſtency of all theſe with the Supremacy of 
the Civil Magiſtrate. In Anſwer to a late Book 

3 The Rights ef the, Conifer Church Aſ- 

' t 62 5 "fs 2 122 a F * 
The Lord Biſhop of Glouceſter? s. Diſcourſe of „ 
the Deſcent of the Man- Chriſt Jeſus from Hea- | 
ven, Oc. 3vo. Bo 
His Examination of Dr. Sherlock's Rex 
Hecions on the faid Diſcourſe. | 
A Dyfence of the Man-Chriſt eſus his. DE” 
cent from Heaven, as it is laid down and pro- 
ed in the Biſhop of Glouceſters Diſcourſe on #7 
bat TT With a fu 125 Confir: 
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"us the Old Teſtament. By a Presbyter of the 
Church of gr x 3 A eee 
Mr. Nemeome ' Diſcourſes on the Church 
_ Catechiſm, in 2 Vol. 8. 5 
- Mr, Dorrington' 3 . Prafiical Diſcourſes for 
Fatnilies, In 1 Vol. 4 | 
His Family 7 JaſtrRtion for the Mem- ö 
| bers of the Church of England, in 25 Practical 
= N on ſeveral Subjects. Be. MAT 
—His Setmon N Ouming. 1 77 1 


7 


Adder Had Wer in N | / 
Arch Biſhop Tillorſdn's Works' in Folis.. 1 Fs ney, 
Fine by Dr. Barker, in 
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His Works 


14 Vol. 8%. 
alder A. ics Commentaries in 9 vol. ber 
— His Witneſſes to = in Boo, | = 
Dll. Hooker's Ecdleliaſtical Polity, Folio. / - | 
5 An Account of Mines, and the Adranage of 
ET them to this Kingdom, in 8, /f | 
| 2 John Edwards's Pieces! in ſeveral Volumes, | 
- Mr. Brew ehr on the Nature ad Guilt of # 
15 Ding, e,, ne, Hor rut Att: ft 20 
„Dr. ene Account of Church-Goverament | 
and Governors, $6877 75. een | 
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2 by way of Queſtion an Anſwer; giv- 
ing an Account of the Reaſonableneſs of it; 
removing ſome. Common Objections made 
againſt it. The Second Edition, Price 34. 

A Perſwaſive: to à ſerious. Preparation "Wh 
Death and Judgment; containing ſeveral Con- 
ſiderations and Directions in order thereunto 3 > 


Being a wy to the e AManiter. 


The Third Edition, Price 3 d 


: Two Sermons; The one urs ping the Neceſſity 


of Receiving, and he other deri all Ex- 
cuſes for not Receiving the Lords Supper. By 
Peter Newcome, M. A. Vicar of Hackney. The: 
Second Edition, Price 3 d. 

The Neceſſity of coming to Church, and the 
due Performance of Holy Worſhip there; de- 
monſtrated in a Dialogue gr Friendly Confe-' 
rence; Written and intended for — 'uſe of 
thoſe u who continue within the Pale 
of the Chu rch of eee The Third W 
Price” 2 d. el . 


A Method of: Serving God in \private; 7 The | 


Second Edition, Price 3 4. 

An Ordinary Day well Spent, aud #: Sabbath 
Day kept Holy; in à double Decad of Dire 
ctions proper for the Voung and Ignorant, 
redure them to, and ſecure them in 4 Virtuous 
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